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Thankful in All Things

Theme:  Thanksgiving keeps our hearts tender before God.

Text: (Psalm 95:1-7 NKJV) Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. {2} Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. {3} For the LORD is the great God, And the great King above all gods. {4} In His hand are the deep places of the earth; The heights of the hills are His also. {5} The sea is His, for He made it; And His hands formed the dry land. {6} Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. {7} For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture, And the sheep of His hand…

Throughout our nation’s history, our leaders have called our nation to recognize and honor God by giving Him thanks for His great provision.


"We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven. We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand, which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become to self- sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, to proud to pray to the God that made us! It behooves us, then to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and pray for clemency and forgiveness."  President Abraham Lincoln, April 30, 1863
"My God! How little do my countrymen know what precious blessings they are in possession of, and 

which no other people on earth enjoy." President Thomas Jefferson

"Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and implore His protection and favor..." President George Washington

The U.S History of Thanksgiving: Thanksgiving was originally observed in 1621 by the Pilgrims in Massachusetts as an observance to honor the native Americans who showed them how to grow corn. From that time on they would have a fall harvest feast to bless God for His provision.

The first official Thanksgiving Proclamation made in America was issued by the Continental Congress in 1777. Six national Proclamations of Thanksgiving were issued in the first thirty years after the founding of the United States of America as an independent federation of States. President George Washington issued two, President John Adams issued two, and President James Madison issued two. After 1815 there were no more Thanksgiving Proclamations until the Presidency of Lincoln, who made two during the Civil War.


President Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a Federal holiday as a "prayerful day of Thanksgiving" on the last Thursday in November. Since then every U.S. President has always made an official Thanksgiving Proclamation on behalf of the nation. President Franklin D. Roosevelt set the date for Thanksgiving to the fourth Thursday of November in 1939 (approved by Congress in 1941).

President George Washington’s issued a national Thanksgiving Proclamation in 1789. He wrote, "Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be—That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks—for his kind care and protection of the People of this Country...for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his Providence which we experienced in the tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed...and also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions—to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually...To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science among them and us—and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best."
I. One of the characteristics of the last days will be a lack of thankfulness.                    


2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NKJV)  But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: {2} For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful…



Matthew 24:12 (NKJV)  "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.
A. We must guard our hearts against the hardness that can take place toward God. We do so by practicing giving thanks.                                                            


Hebrews 13:15-16 (NKJV) Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. {16} But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
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Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NKJV) Rejoice always, {17} pray without ceasing, {18} in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Thanksgiving is from the Hebrew word towdah, to-daw'; meaning an extension of the hand, in adoration; such as with a choir of worshippers or a (sacrifice of) praise, thanksgiving, or a thanksgiving offering).


1. The giving of thanks or thanksgiving offerings was established by God, when He brought the children of Israel out of bondage from Egypt. He wanted to make sure that His people always remembered that it was He who was their deliverer, provider and entire source, and not their own resourcefulness.



2. Whenever God’s people have failed to give Him the thanks that is due Him, the next thing we see is a hardening and turning away from Him into every sort of darkness and sin.

II. God is Our Creator 


A. Thanksgiving causes us to acknowledge God as our creator and source of all things.



Psalms 100 (NKJV)  Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands! {2} Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing. {3} Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. {4} Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. {5} For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.



1. Idolatry stems from man refusing to give thanks to God as creator.




Romans 1:21-25 (NLT)  Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn't worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. The result was that their minds became dark and confused. {22} Claiming to be wise, they became utter fools instead. {23} And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people, or birds and animals and snakes…{25} Instead of believing what they knew was the truth about God, they deliberately chose to believe lies. So they worshiped the things God made but not the Creator himself, who is to be praised forever. Amen.

B. Pride can creep into our lives without our even realizing. By giving thanks to God we humble ourselves and give Him the glory due His name.


1. God warned the children of Israel of this very thing.






Deuteronomy 8:6-20 (NKJV)…{17} "then you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.' {18} "And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. {19} "Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish. {20} "As the nations which the LORD destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice of the LORD your God.

III. David’s Tabernacle


A. When King David brought the ark of God back to Jerusalem, He set a precedent of worship and thanksgiving to Yahweh.  2 Samuel 6:12-23 


1. Michal despised David because she thought that a king should not humble himself in such a way so as to openly worship as David had done. 



2. David was called a man after God’s own heart because of just such behavior. David was a worshipper, and loved God with all his heart.


B. David established a precedent for worship and thanksgiving that will be reestablished during the millennial reign of the Messiah. 




1 Chronicles 16:4 (NKJV) And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel: 




Acts 15:16-17 (NKJV)  'After this I will return And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, And I will set it up; {17} So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD, Even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, Says the LORD who does all these things.'


C. When the children of the southern kingdom completed the work of rebuilding the temple under Nehemiah, he reestablished two large worship choirs, as David had established, to give thanks to the Lord at the dedication of the new temple.


Nehemiah 12:31, 40 & 46 (NKJV) So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate.….{40}So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with me….{46}For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.

1. David had actually established the training of musicians who were paid to play and sing skillfully to the Lord with thanksgiving, and worship.

