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Offering Your Supply

Theme: Using our ministry gifts to build up the body of Christ

Text: Ephesians 4:11-16 (Amp) And [His gifts to the church were varied and] He Himself appointed some as apostles [special messengers, representatives], some as prophets [who speak a new message from God to the people], some as evangelists [who spread the good news of salvation], and some as pastors and teachers [to shepherd and guide and instruct], 12 [and He did this] to fully equip and perfect the saints (God’s people) for works of service, to build up the body of Christ [the church]; 13 until we all reach oneness in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, [growing spiritually] to become a mature believer, reaching to the measure of the fullness of Christ [manifesting His spiritual completeness and exercising our spiritual gifts in unity]. 14 So that we are no longer children [spiritually immature], tossed back and forth [like ships on a stormy sea] and carried about by every wind of [shifting] doctrine, by the cunning and trickery of [unscrupulous] men, by the deceitful scheming of people ready to do anything [for personal profit]. 15 But speaking the truth in love [in all things—both our speech and our lives expressing His truth], let us grow up in all things into Him [following His example] who is the Head—Christ. 16 From Him the whole body [the church, in all its various parts], joined and knitted firmly together by what every joint supplies, when each part is working properly, causes the body to grow and mature, building itself up in [unselfish] love.

Introduction: Every Believer is supernaturally joined with the Lord Jesus Christ through the new birth. We are baptized into the spiritual body of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit, and become partakers of His divine nature. (1 Corinthians 12:13, 2 Peter 1:2-4)
We are not only are we joined with the Lord Jesus Christ, we are joined spiritually with every other Christian in heaven and earth because we are all united through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV) There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

1 Corinthians 12:27 (NKJV) Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually
As members or individual parts of the universal body of Christ, we each are gifted with a divine purpose and calling that will only be fully realized as we are joined with other believers in using the gifts that God has placed within us in serving to build up and strengthen the body of Christ. The context that God has designed to develop these gifts is within the framework of the local church. 

Ephesians 4:16 (Amp) From Him (Jesus Christ) the whole body [the church, in all its various parts], joined and knitted firmly together by what every joint supplies, when each part is working properly, causes the body to grow and mature, building itself up in [unselfish] love.

Every member of the body of Christ, (the church) has a special part to play in joining with the other parts to help the body to reach full maturity in union with Christ. It is only within this context that we will find our purpose and our calling, as we serve others in serving Christ. When each part or each individual member of the body is walking in the divine gifting of God with the other parts then the body has a supernatural energy that provides God incredible supply.

Supplies: epichoregeo ‘A lavish provision of what is needed.’ “When each member of the body of Christ is properly connected to the other members and working correctly, a supernatural energy is activated to fully accomplish the purpose of God.” Rick Renner, Sparkling Gems II

In our study of spiritual gifts we have examined the ministry gifts of the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher. These are commonly referred to as the five fold ministry gifts.

Then we looked at the ministry of Elders and Deacons.

We are going to conclude our study by looking at the other ministry gifts mentioned in the New Testament.

I. The Ministry of Helps


A. H E L P S = Having Enough Loving People Serving





1 Corinthians 12:27-31 (NKJV) Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

B. Aaron & Hur upheld the arms of Moses, an Old Testament example of the Helps ministry.





Exodus 17:8-13 (NKJV) Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
II. Other Ministry Gifts

A. In whatever capacity we are gifted, we need to use our God-given abilities to strengthen the body of Christ.





Romans 12:3-8 (Amp) For by the grace [of God] given to me I say to everyone of you not to think more highly of himself [and of his importance and ability] than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has apportioned to each a degree of faith [and a purpose designed for service]. 4 For just as in one [physical] body we have many parts, and these parts do not all have the same function or special use, 5 so we, who are many, are [nevertheless just] one body in Christ, and individually [we are] parts one of another [mutually dependent on each other]. 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to use them accordingly: if [someone has the gift of] prophecy, [let him speak a new message from God to His people] in proportion to the faith possessed; 7 if service, in the act of serving; or he who teaches, in the act of teaching; 8 or he who encourages, in the act of encouragement; he who gives, with generosity; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy [in caring for others], with cheerfulness.
Conclusion: As individual members or parts of the universal body of Christ, the church, we are each equipped or gifted for works of service in strengthening those members within our sphere of influence. 

Ephesians 4:16 (Amp) From Him (Jesus Christ) the whole body [the church, in all its various parts], joined and knitted firmly together by what every joint supplies, when each part is working properly, causes the body to grow and mature, building itself up in [unselfish] love.
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