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THE DESTINY OF NATIONS

The Destiny of Nations

Text: Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Introduction: We usually think of faith in the context of God supplying our personal needs, for a lost loved one to be saved, or in the context of ministering healing or other such applications. But how often does our faith actually soar beyond our personal lives to reach out to a lost and dying world. What if the dimension of our faith actually was enlarged to fulfill the great commission and bring entire nations into discipleship?

I. Be Careful What You Hear













B. Our faith will always conform to the size of our vision.






Romans 10:17 (NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

















1. You must be able to see your circumstances, your life, your situation beyond the place where you currently are in order for your faith to take hold of your need.



Mark 4:24-25 (NKJV) Then He said to them, “Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given. 25 For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.”




(Amplified) Then He said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear. By your own standard of measurement [that is, to the extent that you study spiritual truth and apply godly wisdom] it will be measured to you [and you will be given even greater ability to respond]—and more will be given to you besides. 25 For whoever has [a teachable heart], to him more [understanding] will be given; and whoever does not have [a yearning for truth], even what he has will be taken away from him.”

II. Faith That Changes Nations













A. Those who went before us actually set the course of nations by their faith.





















Hebrews 11:1-2 (NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.


Framed: Gr katartizo (kat-ar-tid-zoe) #2675 ‘To  set in order, to arrange, to repair, to adjust, to equip.’

B. God has ordained a destiny for the lives of individuals and nations.


1. Abraham was called out to fulfill his God ordained destiny.




Nehemiah 9:7 (NKJV) “You are the Lord God, Who chose Abram, And brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans, And gave him the name Abraham;



Genesis 12:1-3 (NKJV) Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”


2. Moses was called by God 













Hebrews 11:24-26 (NKJV) By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.




Looked: Gr apablepo (ap-ab-lep-o) #578 – ‘To look away from everything else in order to look intently on an object.’



3. God raised Israel up as a nation called and ordained by Him.




Genesis 46:2-4 (NKJV) Then God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” And he said, “Here I am.”3 So He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there. 4 I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes.”

B. The enemy uses two main weapons to abort God’s destiny over nations and individuals.




Matthew 13:21-22 (NKJV) But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful.



1. The first weapon of the enemy against nations and individuals is oppression and persecution. This is where most of the world lies today.



2. The second weapon enemy uses to abort God’s destiny are pleasures and cares of this age to distract us from primary objective in our lives, the great commission.


“The kingdom of darkness could best be described as distractions” Oswald Chambers




Hebrews 12:1-2 (NKJV) Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.






























Looking: Gr aphorao (af-or-ah-oh) #872 – ‘Undivided attention, looking away from all other distractions in order to fix our attention completely upon an object.’

III. The Course of Nations Has Been Changed Before by Faith




A. We need to expand our vision to see the present course of nations transformed by God’s power.














Hebrews 11:32-25 (NKJV) And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again.

B. Prayer and the proclamation of God’s word is brings transformation.


2 Chronicles 7:13-14 (NKJV) When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, 14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.




Ezekiel 22:29-31 (NKJV) The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. 30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 31 Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own heads,” says the Lord God.
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