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LESSON 1 – SEDUCING SPIRITS

Seducing Spirits

Theme: The believer’s real enemy is the unseen forces behind what they see.

Text: Ephesians 6:10-13 (NKJV) Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

(The Voice) Finally, brothers and sisters, draw your strength and might from God. 11 Put on the full armor of God to protect yourselves from the devil and his evil schemes. 12 We’re not waging war against enemies of flesh and blood alone. No, this fight is against tyrants, against authorities, against supernatural powers and demon princes that slither in the darkness of this world, and against wicked spiritual armies that lurk about in heavenly places. 13 And this is why you need to be head-to-toe in the full armor of God: so you can resist during these evil days and be fully prepared to hold your ground. 
Introduction: Every person on this planet is engaged in a spiritual battle with unseen demonic beings. These ungodly evil spirits work behind the scenes trying to avoid being detected so that they can influence people and situations. 


If we are not spiritually attune we can spend our time and energy with our attention fixed upon people and circumstances, without realizing that there are demonic beings who are working in the realm of the spirit that are the real enemy.

I. Battlefield of the Mind


A. 
Evil spirits primarily influence people through lies and deception by planting thoughts in our minds. These thoughts begin to take form when a person ponders and then begins to act upon them. 




James 1:13-15 (NKJV) Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.



Ephesians 2:1-3 (Amp) And you [He made alive when you] were [spiritually] dead and separated from Him because of your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you once walked. You were following the ways of this world [influenced by this present age], in accordance with the prince of the power of the air (Satan), the spirit who is now at work in the disobedient [the unbelieving, who fight against the purposes of God]. 3 Among these [unbelievers] we all once lived in the passions of our flesh [our behavior governed by the sinful self], indulging the desires of human nature [without the Holy Spirit] and [the impulses] of the [sinful] mind. We were, by nature, children [under the sentence] of [God’s] wrath, just like the rest [of mankind].



1. Those who are not walking in the truth of God’s word then we become easy targets for the enemies lies.




1 Timothy 4:1-2 (Amp) But the [Holy] Spirit explicitly and unmistakably declares that in later times some will turn away from the faith, paying attention instead to deceitful and seductive spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 [misled] by the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared as with a branding iron [leaving them incapable of ethical functioning]




2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 (Amp) The coming of the [Antichrist, the lawless] one is through the activity of Satan, [attended] with great power [all kinds of counterfeit miracles] and [deceptive] signs and false wonders [all of them lies], 10 and by unlimited seduction to evil and with all the deception of wickedness for those who are perishing, because they did not welcome the love of the truth [of the gospel] so as to be saved [they were spiritually blind, and rejected the truth that would have saved them].

II. Be Strong in the Lord


A. We cannot win a spiritual battle with natural weaponry.




2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NKJV) For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,



Ephesians 6:10-13 (NKJV) Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power 













of His might.




(The Voice) Finally, brothers and sisters, draw your strength and might from God.




Strong – Grk. Endunamoo (en-doo-nam-o'-o) #1743 This is a compound word from the Grk word en meaning in and dunamis meaning explosive strength and ability. We derive the English word dynamite from dunamis.



1. If we are going to successfully engage these unseen demonic forces we must be infused with the supernatural, explosive power of God. 



2. The purpose of this power is to infuse the believer with an excessive dose of God’s supernatural spiritual strength.



3. This word was historically used by the Greeks to describe individuals like Hercules who were infused by the gods with superhuman strength.



4. We draw this supernatural strength from the Lord. It is only with this divine infusing of His power that we will be equipped to face the demonic forces of this age.


B. We have God’s power available to us.




Power – Grk Kratos (krat'-os) #2904
Kratos power is not a power that one adheres to in an intellectual manner. It is a power that is demonstrative and tangible. It is not a hypothetical power but a very real visible power. This is the power of God that was manifest in the life and ministry of Jesus when He performed miracles.



1. This is the same power that was manifest when Jesus was raised from the dead.




Ephesians 1:19-20 (NKJV) and what is the exceeding greatness of His power (kratos) toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power (kratos)  20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,



2. This power is demonstrative, overwhelming and visible and God is telling us that He has made this same power available to the believer to fight this spiritual battle.




1 Corinthians 2:4-6 (NKJV) And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.


C. The power of His might.




Might – Grk. Ischus (is-khoos) #2479 This word for might is used to describe a very strong man, such as a body builder or someone with extraordinary muscular strength. 



1. Paul is telling the believer that we need to clothe ourselves with God’s mighty armor that we have in our union with Christ. When we are clothed with Christ we are infused with the very might and strength of God Himself. In his mighty strength and power we are well equipped to enter the fight against the demonic forces that surround us.
