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THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST


The Fullness of Christ

Theme: We are complete through our union with Jesus Christ.

Text: Colossians 2:9-10 (NKJV) For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; {10} and you are complete (made full) in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.


(NLT)  For in Christ the fullness of God lives in a human body, {10} and you are complete (made full) through your union with Christ. He is the Lord over every ruler and authority in the universe.

Introduction: When we were united with Christ through the new birth, we became partakers of His nature and all that He is, along with all that He possesses. We are complete or filled with His life and nature because He is complete or filled with the fullness of the Father and Holy Spirit.


Hebrews 1:3 (NLT) The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven.


(Amplified) The Son is the radiance and only expression of the glory of [our awesome] God [reflecting God’s Shekinah glory, the Light-being, the brilliant light of the divine], and the exact representation and perfect imprint of His [Father’s] essence, and upholding and maintaining and propelling all things [the entire physical and spiritual universe] by His powerful word [carrying the universe along to its predetermined goal]. When He [Himself and no other] had [by offering Himself on the cross as a sacrifice for sin] accomplished purification from sins and established our freedom from guilt, He sat down [revealing His completed work] at the right hand of the Majesty on high [revealing His Divine authority]

I. You Are Filled With the Fullness of God in Christ


A. Redemption that is in Christ Jesus is complete spirit, soul and body. 




1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NIV) May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.


B. All the fullness of God is in Christ, and therefore through our union with Him, we are partakers of that fullness.

John 1:16 (NKJV) And of His fullness we have all received, 
and grace for grace.




(Amp) For out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we have all received grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing, favor upon favor, and gift heaped upon gift].




Ephesians 1:22-23 (NLT) God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.

Ephesians 3:19 (Amp)…that you may be filled up [throughout your being] to all the fullness of God [so that you may have the richest experience of God’s presence in your lives, completely filled and flooded with God Himself].

Ephesians 4:9-13 (Amp) (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had previously descended [from the heights of heaven] into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is the very same as He who also has ascended high above all the heavens, that He [His presence] might fill all things [that is, the whole universe]). 11 And [His gifts to the church were varied and] He Himself appointed some as apostles [special messengers, representatives], some as prophets [who speak a new message from God to the people], some as evangelists [who spread the good news of salvation], and some as pastors and teachers [to shepherd and guide and instruct], 12 [and He did this] to fully equip and perfect the saints (God’s people) for works of service, to build up the body of Christ [the church]; 13 until we all reach oneness in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, [growing spiritually] to become a mature believer, reaching to the measure of the fullness of Christ [manifesting His spiritual completeness and exercising our spiritual gifts in unity].

2. You are not waiting to become complete. You were born into fullness the moment you were united with Christ.



Colossians 2:2-3 (NLT)  My goal is that they will be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. I want them to have full confidence because they have complete understanding of God's secret plan, which is Christ himself. {3} In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.




Colossians 2:9-10 (NLT)  For in Christ the fullness of God lives in a human body, {10} and you are complete through your union with Christ. He is the Lord over every ruler and authority in the universe.



(Colossians 1:17-19 NKJV)  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. {18} And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. {19} For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell.
3. In our union with Christ through the new birth we are made partakers of His nature, and as such partakers of Christ Himself, and all that He is.
4. This union makes us partakers of His divine life His nature, His power and His resurrection power. All that Christ is, we now are partakers of because of our union with Him.




Romans 8:14-18 (NKJV)  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. {15} For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." {16} The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, {17} and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 






`John 15:3-5 (NKJV)  "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. {4} "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. {5} "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.


5. As He is, so are we in this world.



1 John 4:15-17 (NKJV)  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. {16} And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. {17} Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 
II. Forget Your Past & Embrace Your Future In Christ


A. Our past has been erased because of the blood of Christ, and the work of redemption.



1. We need to press toward the mark, not dig into our past to find what we have already been redeemed from in Christ.



Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.




Colossians 2:12-13 (NLT) For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to a new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. {13} You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ. He forgave all our sins.




Colossians 3:3 (NKJV) For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.




Romans 6:3-8 (NLT) Or have you forgotten that when we became Christians and were baptized to become one with Christ Jesus, we died with him? {4} For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. {5} Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised as he was. {6} Our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. {7} For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. {8} And since we died with Christ, we know we will also share his new life.


2. If we are complete in Christ, why do we imagine that we need to dig up the baggage of our past in order to receive the liberty we possess in Christ.


· All too many Christians are forever repairing when in reality they should be reloading in order to run to the battle. Jesus came to bind up the broken hearted, and to proclaim liberty to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind. Because we have not realized that we are already complete in Christ we have produced an entire generation of spiritual and emotional weaklings. Forever learning, but never coming to the knowledge of the truth!
Luke 4:18-19; John 8:32&36, 




Romans 8:2 (NKJV) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

III. Redeemed from curses

A. Not only has Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, He has redeemed us from any destructive nature within our families as well.



Galatians 3:13-14 (NKJV) Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"), and {14} that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.


B. The blessings of Abraham belong to us through our union with Christ.




Genesis 12:3 (NKJV) I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."

C. Man cannot curse that which God has blessed. When Balak hired the prophet Balaam to curse Israel, Balaam could only bless.





Numbers 23:19-20 (NKJV) “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? {20} Behold, I have received a command to bless; He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it.

Conclusion: We are complete in Christ! We are redeemed from the curse of poverty, sickness, and want. Because of the redemptive work of Christ, we are partakers of the life of God that now is, and that which is to come.


It is time to put off the old low life man who is held in bondage to the weak and beggarly elements of this present age. It is time to rise up by the power of God, and put on the new man that is no longer governed by the dictates of the circumstances he faces because of the power of the resurrection that is now at work within him.

