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ONLY BY THE BLOOD


Forgiven - Only by His Blood

Theme:  It is only by the blood of the innocent Lamb of God that we have access to God.

Text: Revelation 1:5 (NKJV) and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,

Introduction: Christianity is all about blood. Our very relationship with God is only made possible because of the shed blood of Christ! It has been rightly noted that the bible is a bloody book. From Genesis through Revelation we see that the blood of the innocent must be shed to pay for the guilt of the guilty, culminating in the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Without the shedding of blood, no sacrifice was acceptable to God for the guilt of sin, either under the old covenant or the new.


Hebrews 9:18-22 (NLT) That is why blood was required under the first covenant as a proof of death. {19} For after Moses had given the people all of God's laws, he took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, and sprinkled both the book of God's laws and all the people, using branches of hyssop bushes and scarlet wool. {20} Then he said, "This blood confirms the covenant God has made with you." {21} And in the same way, he sprinkled blood on the sacred tent and on everything used for worship. {22} In fact, we can say that according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was purified by sprinkling with blood. Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.

I. Why Blood?


A. What is so important about the shedding of blood?



1. Life is in the blood.




Genesis 9:3-6 (NKJV) "Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs. {4} "But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. {5} "Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man's brother I will require the life of man. {6} "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.




a) In this passage God told Noah & his sons that the life of a person or animal was in its blood. Therefore God views blood as a sacred thing. He thus gives strict command to not eat the blood of an animal or to shed the blood of a person.




b) {6} "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He made man.

2. Blood is sacred, because it contains life. To eat blood is to eat the life of a being.





Leviticus 7:26-27 (NKJV) ‘Moreover you shall not eat any blood in any of your dwellings, whether of bird or beast. {27} 'Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.'"



3. We see by these scriptures that when Jesus poured out His blood on the cross, He was literally offering the very substance of His life as a sacrifice for our sins.




Matthew 26:26-28 (NKJV) And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." {27} Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. {28} "For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.


B. Man's lifeblood became polluted because of sin.



1. Adam's blood was from God.





Genesis 2:7 (NKJV) And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 




a) God not only breathed into Adam his spirit, but also his blood, or his life, for the life of the body is in the blood.
2. Because of sin, the life, or blood of man became polluted.





Genesis 2:16-17 (NKJV)  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; {17} "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."





Genesis 3:6-7 (NKJV)  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. {7} Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.




a) From the moment Adam & Eve ate of this tree they became defiled by sin both spiritually & physically. Both their spirit & their blood became defiled.



b) The entire human race inherited the nature of sin as the result of Adam’s transgression.




Romans 5:12 (NLT) When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. Adam's sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.




c) Sin entered through the blood, and has been passed on by the blood. Children born into this world inherited their blood from Adam.




Acts 17:26 (NKJV) “And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth...




Ezekiel 18:4 (NKJV)...The soul who sins shall die.





Romans 6:23 (NKJV) For the wages of sin is death...





Romans 3:23 (NKJV)…for all have sinned and fall short of the 




glory of God,

II. The Law of First Mention 


A. The first use of a word, a phrase, or an incident in the Bible reveals the key to its exact meaning everywhere it is used elsewhere in scripture.



1. If we apply this law to Genesis 3:21 we find the revelation of three major truths concerning sacrifices.






Genesis 3:21-24 (NKJV) Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. 



2. Salvation is of the Lord, not man… the LORD God made tunics





Titus 3:5 (NLT) He saved us, not because of the good things we did, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the Holy Spirit.



3. The removal of sin is brought about through the death of an innocent substitute. God had to shed the blood of an innocent animal (a type of Christ) to cover their sin.





1 Peter 2:22-24 (NKJV) “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; {23} who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; {24} who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness; by whose stripes you were healed.





1 Peter 1:18-20 (NKJV) knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, {19} but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. {20} He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you

III. Biblical Examples of Blood Sacrifice


A. Throughout the Bible we see examples of blood sacrifices, culminating in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary's cross.




1. Noah & the Ark: 
Genesis 7:1-2 (NLT) Finally, the day came when the LORD said to Noah, "Go into the boat with all your family, for among all the people of the earth, I consider you alone to be righteous. {2} Take along seven pairs of each animal that I have approved for eating and for sacrifice, and take one pair of each of the others.




a) Here we see that Noah needed clean animals to sacrifice unto the Lord in order to make atonement for he and his family’s sins for after the flood.




b) Did this meet the criteria? 



1. Salvation must be the Lord’s doing, not man’s.



2. The removal of sin is brought about through the death of an 

   
           innocent substitute.





3. Salvation is only accomplished through the shedding of blood.


2. Abraham: Genesis 22:1-14 (NKJV)... {7} But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." Then he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" {8} And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two of them went together.... {13} Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. {14} And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, "In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided."




a) This ram was a type of Christ. (An Old Testament type is something that gives us a picture of a future fulfillment). All of the Old Testament sacrifices were merely pointing toward the day when Jesus Christ would come and pay for the sins of the world with His blood.




b) Did this meet the criteria? YES!!!



3. The Passover: Exodus 12:1-13 (NKJV)... {13} 'Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.




a) This lamb was a type of Christ.




b) Did this meet the criteria? YES!!!


4. Christ: 1 Corinthians 10:16 (NKJV) The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?




Hebrews 9:11-14 NKJV)  But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. {12} Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. {13} For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, {14} how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

a) Jesus was the fulfillment of what had been offered as only a type in the past.




b) Did this meet the criteria? YES!!!

Conclusion: We see that we can only be saved by the shed blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:21 John 3:16-21 

To reject the death, burial & sacrifice of Christ is to reject the only means of eternal life, for without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin.
