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THE WHAT & WHY OF REVIVAL


The What and Why of Revival

Introduction: “How many of you would like to see a revival?” While it is evident that most Christians agree that revival is something we all need & want, most are not quite sure just exactly what revival is. Ask 10 different Christians to define revival, and you will get 10 different answers. If we are going to partake of revival we should first of all know what it is, along with why we need it.

 
In this message we hope to not only give you a clear definition of revival, but also stir in your hearts a passion to seek the Lord to pour out His Spirit in order that we each experience God’s life with a new and living vitality.

I. What Is Revival?

A. Revival breaks us out of complacency & inactivity.
Webster’s Dictionary defines the word revive as a: “Return, recall or 
recovery to life from death or apparent death; as the revival of a drowned person.”
1. Revival is for someone or something that has been alive once, 

but is now apparently dead, not something that has never been alive.





(Prov 6:6-11)  

2. “Revival is an awakening of men to their spiritual concerns.”

Vance Havner defines revival as “a work of God’s Spirit among his 
own people…what we call revival is simply New Testament Christianity, the saints getting back to normal.”
A. W. Tozer defined revival as that which “changes the moral 
climate of a community. “Revival is essentially a manifestation of God; it has the stamp of Deity on it, which even the unregenerate and uninitiated are quick to recognize. “Revival must of necessity make an impact on the community and this is one means by which we may distinguish it from the more usual operations of the Holy Spirit.” (Psa 85:6-7)  

B. Bend the church, and save the lost.



 "My mission," he used to say, "is first to the churches. When the churches are aroused to their duty, men of the world will be swept into the Kingdom. A whole church on its knees is irresistible." To the same effect are the words of the leader of the Revival in Wales in 1859, "When the bonds of Paul and Silas in Philippi's prison snapped, the bonds of all the prisoners snapped. So, when the church is freed from the bonds of apathy and worldliness, those who are being drawn by Satan to eternal death will be released also." If the Revival of 1904 had anything that might be called a slogan, it was this, "Bend the church, and save the people." 

God had sent them their very failure deprives lost sinners of the power to respond to God's message to them. A dead church is the most effective obstacle the enemy can devise in the way of sinners coming to Christ. A circular issued by the Free Church Council of Carmarthen about the time of the great outburst in 1904 stresses this very point. It says, "We cannot justly expect sinners to be saved, and our places of worship to be filled by those from the outside, until we ourselves get right with God; and this can only be done by an absolute surrender of our whole lives to Jesus Christ as King, and a faith acceptance of the Holy Spirit." Thus, whosoever prays for Revival let him be sure that when it comes God will concentrate upon His own people. This is the lesson taught, not only by the Revival of 1904, but by all Revivals. It is a lesson also which needs not only the vision, but also the courage, of faith to act upon it. Certainly, go after the lost, but concentrate upon God's people. The key to the whole evangelistic position is there. An awakened church creates the atmosphere in which decision by the lost to accept the Savior will be made easier. The holiness movement, as the late Dr. R. W. Dale truly said, is the hope of the church; it is more; it is the hope also of the world.
II. Charles Finney’s Six Characteristics of Revival
1. The prevalence of a might Spirit of prevailing prayer.

· People would pray until God moved upon the hearts of sinners to bring about salvation. There was a determination to see Revival, not just imagine it.

2. Overwhelming conviction of sin.
· It was commonly reported that people would groan and cry out in the 
agony of the realization of their lost condition. Many times people would leave meetings and wander the streets as if in a daze from conviction.

3. Sudden and powerful conversions to Christ.

· People were overwhelmed by God’s power, and converted to Christ dramatically.

4. Great love and abounding joy of the converts.

· When people were saved they were filled with an amazing love for one 
another, like after the day of Pentecost. They were consumed with their love for God, His Kingdom, and others.

5. Intelligence and stability of the converts.

· Converts received revelation of the reality of Christ, and their salvation. There was not much flaky wild fire.

6. Their great earnestness, activity, and usefulness in their prayers and labors for others.
· Those saved immediately would begin to meet together to pray for 
particular lost friends, relatives, and coworkers, and then go to them with the gospel.

III. Dr. Wilbur Smith notes seven “outstanding revivals” in the Old Testament. He notes that they were marked by nine outstanding characteristics.

1. They occurred in a day of deep moral darkness and national 
depression, much like today’s world.

2. They began in the heart of one consecrated servant of God who 
became the energizing power behind it, the agent used of God to quicken and lead the nation back to faith in and obedience to Him.

3. Each revival rested on the word of God and came about as the 
result of preaching and proclaiming God’s law with power.

4. All resulted in a return to the worship of God.

5. Each witnessed the destruction of idols where they existed.

6. In each revival, there was a recorded separation from sin.

7. In every revival, the nation of Israel returned to offering blood sacrifices.

8. Almost all recorded revivals show a restoration of great joy and gladness.

9. Each revival was followed by a period of great national prosperity. 
(2 Ki 23:1-3 & 24-25)  
IV. Nine Keys to Revival 

A. Joel actually lays out at least nine specific things we are to do as a corporate body to bring forth revival.(Joel 2:12-17)  
1. Sound the alarm:
a) We must first awaken God’s people to the gravity of the hour.

2. Consecrate a fast

3. Call a sacred assembly

4. Gather the people: Get everyone together

5. Sanctify the congregation: A call to corporate holiness and repentance

6. Assemble the elders: This involves pastors and church leaders



7. Gather the people

8. Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing 

babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room.



9. Call upon the Lord

The Result: (Joel 2:18-30 NKJV) Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, And pity His people. {19} The LORD will answer and say to His people, "Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, And you will be satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations. {20} "But I will remove far from you the northern army, And will drive him away into a barren and desolate land, With his face toward the eastern sea And his back toward the western sea; His stench will come up, And his foul odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous things." {21} Fear not, O land; Be glad and rejoice, For the LORD has done marvelous things! {22} Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field; For the open pastures are springing up, And the tree bears its fruit; The fig tree and the vine yield their strength. {23} Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; For He has given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for you; The former rain, And the latter rain in the first month. {24} The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, And the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. {25} "So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you. {26} You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall never be put to shame. {27} Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your God And there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame. {28} "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. {29} And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. {30} "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.

