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REVIVAL FROM CRISIS


Revival from Crisis

Theme: Joel gives us a template for repentance & revival during crisis

Text: Joel 2:12-17 (NKJV) “Now, therefore," says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." {13} So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. {14} Who knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him; A grain offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God? {15} [1. Blow the trumpet in Zion], [2. Consecrate a fast], [3. Call a sacred assembly]; {16} [4. Gather the people], [5. Sanctify the congregation], [6. Assemble the elders], [7. Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room]. {17} [8. Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; Let them say, "Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the peoples, 'Where is their God?]”

Introduction: The prophet Joel gives us a very strategic prophecy for the end time body of Christ. His prophecy (like most biblical prophecy) holds both a historic, as well as a future application.

Israel was a point of great crisis due to an unprecedented locust plague, the likes of which had never been seen in Israel before. God spoke through the prophet Joel to reveal to his people that this plague was actually brought about by the hand of God to bring judgment upon His people because of their sin.

Joel is moved to compare the current locust plague to the great and terrible day of the Lord that will come about in the end of the ages. The sun will be turned dark, and the sky will be filled with the sound of war, as God displays His great wrath upon the nations of the world.

As in all biblical prophecy, Joel leaves both Israel with a message of future hope if they will repent. We can see that the same is true for the end time church as well.

I. Eight Keys to Revival 

A. Joel actually lays out eight specific things we are to do as a corporate body to bring forth revival.

1. Blow the trumpet in Zion: We must first awaken God’s people to the gravity of the hour.

2. Consecrate a fast: A lifestyle of prayer and fasting.

3. Call a sacred assembly: Ongoing gatherings of God’s people apart from the norm.

4. Gather the people: Sacred assemblies of prayer & repentance.

5. Sanctify the congregation: A call to corporate holiness and repentance

6. Assemble the elders: This involves pastors and church leaders



7. Urgency of the hour: Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room.



8. Cry out to God: Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the altar; Let them say, "Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the peoples, 'Where is their God?" 

New Testament Example: Acts 4:23-33 (NKJV) And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. {24} So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: "Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, {25} "who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: 'Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain things? {26} The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against the LORD and against His Christ.' {27} "For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together {28} "to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. {29} "Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, {30} "by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus." {31} And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. {32} Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. {33} And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.

The Result: Joel 2:18-30 (NKJV) Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, And pity His people. {19} The LORD will answer and say to His people, "Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, And you will be satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations. {20} "But I will remove far from you the northern army, And will drive him away into a barren and desolate land, With his face toward the eastern sea And his back toward the western sea; His stench will come up, And his foul odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous things." {21} Fear not, O land; Be glad and rejoice, For the LORD has done marvelous things! {22} Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field; For the open pastures are springing up, And the tree bears its fruit; The fig tree and the vine yield their strength. {23} Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; For He has given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for you; The former rain, And the latter rain in the first month. {24} The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, And the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. {25} "So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you. {26} You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall never be put to shame. {27} Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your God And there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame. {28} "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. {29} And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. {30} "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.

B. These are end time events

Acts 2:16-21 (NKJV) "But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: {17} 'And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. {18} And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. {19} I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. {20} The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. {21} And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.'

Common Characteristics of Revivals Throughout History

Our greatest need as the body of Christ, and our nation as a whole is revival.

1. The spiritual barometer in the nation and church before nearly every revival was at an all time low, with great sin in the nation, and apathy and compromise in the church.

2. They all began with either one or a few individuals who set their hearts to seek God for revival, who were desperate for a move of God.

3. Many revivals were brought forth through determined seasons of fasting and prayer over communities, and nations.

4. Revivals may be sparked by a sudden and explosive move of God, but the spiritual soil has been well cultivated through prayer long before this is visibly manifest.

5. Conviction of sin, resulting in a radical move of repentance is always one of the true signs of revival.

6. Visible manifestations of God’s power beyond the ordinary resulting in miracles, healings, and changed lives are the result of revivals.

7. Unity among God’s people and various different camps of Christians takes place as revivals grow, along with often strong or even violent opposition by those who resist the Spirit of God.

8. Divine judgment upon individuals, communities, even nations occur during great moves of God.

9. The ultimate result of revival is individual, churches, community and even national transformation. Without transformation taking place then revival of any type will be short lived, and leave any lasting results.

"The evangelization of the world depends first upon a revival of prayer. Deeper than the need for workers; deeper, far, than the need for money; deep down at the bottom of our spiritual lives, is the need for the forgotten secret of prevailing, worldwide prayer." Robert Speer
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