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CALLING THINGS THAT BE NOT AS THOUGH THEY WERE


Calling Things That Are Not As Though They Were

Theme: Faith speaks of future events as though they already existed.

Text: Proverbs 18:20-21 (NKJV) A man's stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his mouth, From the produce of his lips he shall be filled. {21} Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.

Introduction: If you want to change your future you must begin by changing the words of your mouth. Our lives will never rise above our confession of faith. The words we speak today will determine the harvest we will reap in the days & years to come.

· Change what you think upon and you will change what you believe!

· Change what you believe, and you will change what you say!

· Change what you say, and you will change your circumstances!
I. We Will Speak What We Believe.


A. What is in our hearts will naturally come out of our mouths.



1. We are either speaking faith filled words or words of unbelief.



2 Corinthians 4:13 (NCV) It is written in the Scriptures, "I believed, so I spoke." Our faith is like this, too. We believe, and so we speak.




Matthew 12:33-35 (NLT) “A tree is identified by its fruit. If a tree is good, its fruit will be good. If a tree is bad, its fruit will be bad. 34 You brood of snakes! How could evil men like you speak what is good and right? For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. 35 A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart.


B. Our Words Release Faith



1. Faith is activated by believing in the heart & then speaking with the mouth. 





Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.



(NCV)  We believe with our hearts, and so we are made right with God. And we use our mouths to say that we believe, and so we are saved.


C. Words set in motion the course of our lives.





James 3:2-12 (NLT) We all make many mistakes, but those who control their tongues can also control themselves in every other way. {3} We can make a large horse turn around and go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its mouth. {4} And a tiny rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot wants it to go, even though the winds are strong. {5} So also, the tongue is a small thing, but what enormous damage it can do. A tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. {6} And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is full of wickedness that can ruin your whole life. It can turn the entire course of your life into a blazing flame of destruction, for it is set on fire by hell itself. {7} People can tame all kinds of animals and birds and reptiles and fish, {8} but no one can tame the tongue. It is an uncontrollable evil, full of deadly poison. {9} Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it breaks out into curses against those who have been made in the image of God. {10} And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! {11} Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? {12} Can you pick olives from a fig tree or figs from a grapevine? No, and you can't draw fresh water from a salty pool. 
C. Examples of faith in action.


1. The woman with an issue of blood.





Mark 5:25-34 (NKJV) {27} When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. {28} For she said, "If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well."
· When she heard about Jesus





Romans 10:17 (NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

· For she said, "If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well."



2 Corinthians 4:13 (NCV) It is written in the Scriptures, "I believed, so I spoke." Our faith is like this, too. We believe, and so we speak.



2. Jesus curses the fig tree.





Mark 11:12-14 (NKJV) Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry. {13} And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. {14} In response Jesus said to it, "Let no one eat fruit from you ever again." And His disciples heard it.

· Have the faith of God




Mark 11:20-23 (NKJV) Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. {21} And Peter, remembering, said to Him, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away." {22} So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God. {23} "For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.

· Notice that this scripture did not tell us to ask God to remove the mountain. Jesus said that we are to command it to go, in the same way that Jesus spoke to the fig tree.


3. We must speak faith filled words to the obstacles in our lives. 



4. Many times we are waiting to see the mountain removed before we will begin to say that it is removed. But Jesus said speak to the mountain and call it removed while it was still visible. This is faith in action.

· Speak to want & lack & command them to be removed.

· Speak to the sickness & tell it to leave your body

· Speak to the spirits of darkness & command them to stop their attack against your life.

II. Faith Calls Things Which Be Not As Being

A. Abraham, the father of our faith.









Romans 4:17-21 (NLT) That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, “I have made you the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing. 18 Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many descendants you will have!” 19 And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. 



(Amplified)…Who gives life to the dead and speaks of the nonexistent things that [He has foretold and promised] as if they [already] existed.

B. A Faith that does nothing is worth nothing.






James 2:18-26 (Amplified) But someone may say, “You [claim to] have faith and I have [good] works; show me your [alleged] faith without the works [if you can], and I will show you my faith by my works [that is, by what I do].” 19 You believe that God is one; you do well [to believe that]. The demons also believe [that], and shudder and bristle [in awe-filled terror—they have seen His wrath]! 20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish [spiritually shallow] person, that faith without [good] works is useless? 21 Was our father Abraham not [shown to be] justified by works [of obedience which expressed his faith] when he offered Isaac his son on the altar [as a sacrifice to God]? 22 You see that [his] faith was working together with his works, and as a result of the works, his faith was completed [reaching its maturity when he expressed his faith through obedience]. 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and this [faith] was credited to him [by God] as righteousness and as conformity to His will,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man (believer) is justified by works and not by faith alone [that is, by acts of obedience a born-again believer reveals his faith]. 25 In the same way, was Rahab the prostitute not justified by works too, when she received the [Hebrew] spies as guests and protected them, and sent them away [to escape] by a different route? 26 For just as the [human] body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works [of obedience] is also dead.


1. Our faith must act in correspondence with what we claim to believe. To speak and act contrary to what we are believing God for is walking by sight and not by sight.

III. Fixing Our Eyes on the Answer Not the Problem


A. We must fix our eyes upon God’s provision rather than our need.





2 Corinthians 4:18 (NKJV) while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.





(NLT) So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.





2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) For we walk by faith, not by sight.





(NLT) That is why we live by believing and not by seeing.



1. While this Scripture is admonishing us to fix our eyes upon the eternal heavenly realm, the principle of faith over circumstances in this life is the same.
Conclusion: We must fill our minds & hearts with the word of God. God's word in our hearts banishes fear, failure, doubt & unbelief in our hearts.


We must make a willful quality decision to cause the words of our mouth to agree with what God's word says concerning our lives & our circumstances. 
Our confession should be one of victory, because God always causes us to triumph in Christ Jesus.    

· There is no faith involved in believing what is already evident to the senses. 

· There will be no more faith required once we reach heaven.

· There is no faith needed once we see the manifest of our healing.

· We don’t need to believe God for what we see with our physical eyes. 

· But it does require faith to believe what God says when our physical senses contradict what we desire to receive from our heavenly Father.

· It requires faith in what we cannot feel to believe God’s healing power is at work within you even though pain may be racking our body.

· It requires faith in what we cannot see when we do not see the money that we have asked God to provide.

· It requires faith when our circumstances totally contradict what we believe God to do.

· But that is faith. Believing what we cannot see more than what we can see.
