PAGE  
1
LESSON 5 - The Character of God - God is Just


The Character of God - God is Just

Theme: Reconciling a God of love and mercy, with a God of justice.

Text:
Deuteronomy 32:3-4 (NKJV) For I proclaim the name of the Lord: Ascribe greatness to our God. 4 He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.

Introduction: One of the foremost truths that every believer must firmly establish and resolve in their minds is that ‘God is just.’ He is a perfect and upright judge, Who judges without partiality, with complete understanding and without the slightest injustice.

One of the most common accusations that people bring against God is that He is unjust or somehow unfair. That somehow it is unfair or unjust of God to hold humanity accountable for our sins against Him. People have a difficult time reconciling how a God of such love and compassion could bring swift and terrible judgment upon people as well. How could a loving God send people to hell?

Romans 3:4 (Amplified)…Let God be found true though every human being is false and a liar, as it is written, That You may be justified and shown to be upright in what You say, and prevail when You are judged [by sinful men].

Isaiah 45:21 (NKJV) Tell and bring forth your case; Yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared this from ancient time? Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the Lord? And there is no other God besides Me, A just God and a Savior; There is none besides Me.
I. God’s Judgment is in Truth












A. God is omniscient, ‘having all knowledge,’ He knows everything about a person, even their very thoughts and intents of their hearts.






Hebrews 4:12-14 (NLT) For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.


2. Because God’s judgment is with all knowledge and without prejudice or partiality He is able to render a perfectly just verdict.


B. How do we reconcile a God who is love and shows great mercy with a God who will one day bring every account of man into judgment?



1. The problem lies in fallen man’s lack of understanding of God’s holiness and perfection and His perfect justice. 











Isaiah 55:7-9 (NLT) Let the wicked change their ways and banish the very thought of doing wrong. Let them turn to the Lord that he may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our God, for he will forgive generously. 8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord. “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.
















Proverbs 28:5 (NLT) Evil people don’t understand justice, but those who follow the Lord understand completely.


2. Fallen man wants to justify his sinful behavior through human efforts of self righteousness. This is why God gave the law in order for sinful man to recognize his guilt.















Romans 3:10-20 (NLT) As the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous—not even one. 11 No one is truly wise;  no one is seeking God. 12 All have turned away; all have become useless. No one does good, not a single one.” 13 “Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their tongues are filled with lies.” “Snake venom drips from their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 15 “They rush to commit murder. 16 Destruction and misery always follow them. 17 They don’t know where to find peace.” 18  “They have no fear of God at all.” 19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that the entire world is guilty before God. 20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.


3. The issue of God’s justice is a matter of man’s oblivion to his own depravity.




















Psalm 33:1-3 (NLT) Sin whispers to the wicked, deep within their hearts. They have no fear of God at all. 2 In their blind conceit, they cannot see how wicked they really are. 3 Everything they say is crooked and deceitful. They refuse to act wisely or do good.














John 3:18-21 (NLT) Those who trust in him are not judged; those who do not trust have been judged already, in that they have not trusted in the one who is God’s only and unique Son. 19 “Now this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, but people loved the darkness rather than the light. Why? Because their actions were wicked. 20 For everyone who does evil things hates the light and avoids it, so that his actions won’t be exposed. 21 But everyone who does what is true comes to the light, so that all may see that his actions are accomplished through God.”

C. A judge who would not hold murders, rapists or thieves accountable would be a corrupt judge. In like manner, God will also hold those who break His laws accountable on the day when He judges the world.





Psalm 9:7-8 (NKJV) But the Lord shall endure forever; He has prepared His throne for judgment. 8 He shall judge the world in righteousness, And He shall administer judgment for the peoples in uprightness.






Acts 1&:30-31 (NKJV) Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

D. The judgment of God is a foundational truth of biblical Christianity.




Hebrews 6:1-3 (NLT) So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding. Surely we don’t need to start again with the fundamental importance of repenting from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. 2 You don’t need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And so, God willing, we will move forward to further understanding.

E. While God is a God of justice, His mercy causes Him to delay justice because He desires to show mercy rather than bring forth justice.






Psalm 7:10-12 (NKJV) My defense is of God, Who saves the upright in heart. 11 God is a just judge, And God is angry with the wicked every day. 12 If he does not turn back, He will sharpen His sword; He bends His bow and makes it ready.

















James 2:13 (NKJV) For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.









Ezekiel 33:11 (NLT) s surely as I live, says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of wicked people. I only want them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your wickedness, O people of Israel! Why should you die?

F. God will one day bring every account of man to light on the day that He judges the world.


















Matthew 12:35-37 (NLT) A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. 36 And I tell you this, you must give an account on judgment day for every idle word you speak. 37 The words you say will either acquit you or condemn you.”
II. The Judgment Seat of Christ












A. Every Christian will stand to give an account of their lives to Christ. This is not a judgment to determine our salvation, but rather to determine our rewards.




















Romans 14: 10-13 (NKJV) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.



















2 Corinthians 5:9-11 (Amplified)… 10 For we [believers will be called to account and] must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be repaid for what has been done in the body, whether good or bad [that is, each will be held responsible for his actions, purposes, goals, motives—the use or misuse of his time, opportunities and abilities]…. 


1. Some will be saved but their works will be lost.









1 Corinthians 3:9-15 (NLT)…3 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value.



2. Because of the blood of Christ and His finished work, the believer does not have to fear the day of judgment.












1 John 4:17-19 (NLT) And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world…
IV. The Judgment of the Dead













A. The Great Whit Throne Judgment is only appointed for those who have rejected Christ and died in their sins.












Revelation 20:11-15 (NKJV) Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.



1. The books that will be opened are a record of everything they have done in this life. Unfortunately no human effort can save them because our own works apart from the blood of Christ is as filthy rags and insufficient. 





Isaiah 64:6 (NKJV) But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousness are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away. 
