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DREAMS, THE BLUEPRINT OF FAITH

Dreams, the Blueprint of Faith

Them: Dreams are the blueprint of faith.

Text: (Hebrews 11:1 NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

(NLT) What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see.

Introduction: Faith gives substance, tangibility, or reality to what we hope for. Hope is not the reality; it is the dream of the reality.


Hope represents our future dreams, and desires. Without faith these dreams and desires will remain nothing more than wishful thinking.


Our hopes and dreams are like the mail order catalogue, or images we see on the internet of items we desire to purchase. Faith is the transportation vehicle that brings these desires to our doorsteps.


Without these images we will have nothing for our faith to pursue, and without faith we have nothing to pursue them with.

I. Creating Reality Out of Dreams


A. God uses visions and dreams to bring about His purposes.


B. A land I will show you.





Genesis 12:1-7 (NKJV) Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you. …{7} Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will give this land." And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.



1. As Abram passed through the land of Shechem the Lord begins to use the images of the land to paint a picture in Abram’s mind.



2. Abram had to see the land first hand for God to begin to instill upon his imagination the possibility of his descendants possessing such a land.



3. Remember, that this is a land flowing with milk and honey, not some pitiful piece of barren wasteland that no one would want.



4. Have you ever been on a vacation to a place you just fell in love with? Just being there created a desire to stay there, or possibly even live there. This is the same desire I am sure that Abram felt as he passed through this land of abundance.



5. I can just imagine God speaking with Abram and saying something like, “Do you see this beautiful place Abram? Isn’t it a wonderful looking place?” “Yes,” he says. “Do you really like it?” “O, yes, very much,” replies Abram. “I knew you would, and that is why I am giving this land to you and your descendants forever!”


C. Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are.




Genesis 13:14-17 (NKJV) And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are; northward, southward, eastward, and westward; {15} "for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. {16} "And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. {17} "Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you."



1. God has to get us to see things from a different place in order to change the image that has been imprinted upon our imaginations.



2. People are often so limited in their scope that they have wilted dreams, and dwarfed visions. This must be changed we are going to dream God’s dreams.





Ephesians 3:20 (GWT)  Glory belongs to God, whose power is at work in us. By this power he can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.



3. Notice how the Lord is implanting His vision and desire for this land within the heart of Abram. God uses his desire for this land to create a dream in his heart for his descendants.



4. You see God knew that Abram would never be able to imagine himself with descendants in the land of Ur, of the Chaldeans. He had to bring him out from among those who would steal the dream God wanted to place within his heart. This is why he did not speak to him again until Lot was separated from him.



5. You may have to separate yourself from those who would never understand how God can change the impossible into the possible, before God can give birth to the dream He has for your life.


D. Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.





Genesis 15:1-6 (NKJV) After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." {2} But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" {3} Then Abram said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!" {4} And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir." {5} Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." {6} And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.



1. You will notice how God continues to increase Abram’s vision. From the imagination of Abram’s heart faith in God’s dream begins to turn his hope into belief.



2. Notice how the power of hope is birthed from the images imprinted upon our imagination naturally gives faith the strength to act. 



3. Abram was becoming convinced of the dream of he and his descendants living in this wonderful land because of God’s promise.





Genesis 15:18 (NKJV)  On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates;

II. God Changes Abram’s Identity


A. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations.





Genesis 17:1-5 (NKJV)  When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. {2} "And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly." {3} Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: {4} "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. {5} "No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. 



Abram: high or lofty one, father of altitudes



Abraham: father of a multitude



1. God changes Abraham’s name so that He can change his identity. From this point he would see himself as the father of multitudes.





Genesis 17:5 (NKJV) "No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations.



2. God will have to change our identity as well. He began this work at the new birth, and it continues as our minds are renewed.




Romans 12:2 (NKJV)  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.




Genesis 17:15-22 (NKJV) Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, (contentious) but Sarah (princess) shall be her name. {16} "And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her." {17} Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" {18} And Abraham said to God, "Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!" {19} Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him. {20} "And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. {21} "But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year." {22} Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 

B. Is anything too hard for the LORD?




Genesis 18:1;2;18-15 (NKJV)  … {14} "Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son." {15} But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh," for she was afraid. And He said, "No, but you did laugh!" 


C. God will never give up on His dream for us, even if we do.





Romans 11:29 (GWT) God never changes his mind when he gives gifts or when he calls someone.





Genesis 21:1-7 (NKJV)…{5} Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. {6} And Sarah said, "God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with me." {7} She also said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have borne him a son in his old age."



1. Abraham was 75 years old when God first appeared to him. This dream required 25 years for him to realize God’s promise.



2. In making His purposes come to pass God first makes the man. We do not grow through the destination, so much as we grow through the journey.




Romans 4:17-21 (NLT) That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, “I have made you the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing. 18 Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many descendants you will have!” 19 And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. 


3. It took Abraham 25 years to become fully persuaded. Abraham was fully persuaded when the dream became so real in his imagination that all he could see was what God had promised.



4. It will take some time for God to build His dream into our hearts. Once that dream becomes clearly visible in our imaginations, then we are on our way to receiving what God has promised for our lives as well.

