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FAITH THAT RECEIVES


Faith That Receives

Theme: We must know how to receive from God, and how to keep the switch of faith turned on.

Text: Mark 11:22-24 (NIV) "Have faith in God," Jesus answered. {23} "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. {24} Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

Introduction: The principles of faith work absolutely the same whether we are believing God for healing or finances, peace or salvation. In this lesson we are going to examine some practical aspects of receiving what we are seeking from our heavenly Father. We must know how to put the faith we have received to work or it will do us absolutely no good whatsoever, because faith that does not produce is really not faith at all.

I. Find Scriptures That Promise What You Are Seeking

A. Faith Begins where the will of God is known. 



1 John 5:14-15 (NKJV) Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.



(New Century Version)  And this is the boldness we have in God's presence: that if we ask God for anything that agrees with what he wants, he hears us. 15 If we know he hears us every time we ask him, we know we have what we ask from him.


1. If we are not sure of God’s willingness to grant what we are seeking then we will have absolutely not confidence that He will hear our prayer, or grant our petition.




Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…


2. We must first hear from the word of God or we will have no faith. To expect to receive from God without having heard is like a farmer expecting to receive a harvest where no seed has been sown.




Romans 10:13-17 (NLT) For "Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." {14} But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?...{17} Yet faith comes from listening to this message of good news--the Good News about Christ.





Verse 17 (NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.



3. People cannot believe on Christ to save them if they have never heard the gospel of salvation. In the same on Christ to heal them or meet their needs, if they have not heard God’s word concerning these matters.

II. Determine What You Want From God


A. You must have a clearly defined vision of what the answer to your prayer will look like.





Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.



1. Faith gives substance to our hopes. Hope is the road map or blueprint our faith is built upon. Without a clearly defined vision faith will loose its ability to stand fast when trials come.



2. Our faith will always conform to the shape of our vision. If we cannot dream or imagine the answer, we will never be able to believe God for an answer.



3. To step out in faith without first determining what you want from God, and what it would look like is like trying to reach a destination you are not sure even exists. If you don’t know where you are going how will you determine if you have arrived?

III. Plant The Seed

A. You must either ask the Lord for what you desire in prayer, or speak forth His word out of your mouth by command.

1. A bag full of seed that is never planted will never produce a harvest.

James 4:2 (NKJV)…you do not have because you do not ask.



Mark 11:22-24 (NKJV)  So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God. {23} "For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. {24} "Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.



Romans 10:6-10 (NKJV)  But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down from above) {7} or, " 'Who will descend into the abyss?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). {8} But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): {9} that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. {10} For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

· For with the heart one believes… and with the mouth confession is made unto…
IV. Believe That You Have Received.


A. Faith without action is dead


1. We live in a world that is sense ruled. Most people won't believe they have received until they feel or see it.



James 2:22-25 (NKJV) But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.



James 2:18-26 (NKJV) But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.


2. 
If you are waiting to receive, then you don’t believe you have it now, which mean you are not exercising your faith.




3. Once we see the answer we no longer need to exercise faith to receive. But until we experience a manifestation we must stand in faith believing we have received.


4. What farmer would dig up the seed he just planted if he didn’t see immediate   results?

V. Stand And Fight


A.Faith is a fight, and it will require steadfast patience and endurance to stand until we receive the manifestation of our faith.




1 Timothy 6:12 (NKJV)  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.



1. The fight of faith requires endurance.





Hebrews 10:36 (NKJV)  For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:




(Amplified Bible) For you have need of steadfast patience and endurance, so that you may perform and fully accomplish the will of God, and thus receive and carry away [and enjoy to the full] what is promised.




Ephesians 6:10-14 (NLT)  A final word: Be strong with the Lord's mighty power. {11} Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the Devil. {12} For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms. {13} Use every piece of God's armor to resist the enemy in the time of evil, so that after the battle you will still be standing firm. {14} Stand your ground…
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