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LESSON 1: THE CHARACTER OF GOD – GOD IS LOVE


The Character of God – God is Love

Theme: Understanding the character of God and the ongoing transformation of the believer into that image.

Text: 2 Corinthians 3:18 (Amplified) And we all, with unveiled face, continually seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are progressively being transformed into His image from [one degree of] glory to [even more] glory, which comes from the Lord, [who is] the Spirit.
Introduction: The life of the Christian is to be one of ongoing transformation or change. As we walk with God we are to continue to grow more and more like Christ until we think like, speak like and act like Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5;17 (Living Bible) When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life has begun!
2 Corinthians 3:3 (Amplified) You show that you are a letter from Christ, delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

2 Corinthians 2:15-16 (NLT) Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God. But this fragrance is perceived differently by those who are being saved and by those who are perishing. 16 To those who are perishing, we are a dreadful smell of death and doom. But to those who are being saved, we are a life-giving perfume. And who is adequate for such a task as this?

If we are to be transformed into the image of God, then we need to know just exactly what the nature and character of God looks like that we are striving to become like.

I. God is Love


A. The most widely held understanding of God from a New Testament perspective is that He is first and foremost a God of love.





1 John 4:7-11 (NKJV) Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.



1. In the apostle John’s writings he gives us some definitive characteristics of what we should look for to determine if someone is a Christian or not. The first and most telling is that the believer is to be a man or woman who exemplifies God’s love.





1 John 4:16 (NKJV) And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.


B. The primary characteristic of God’s nature is love. All that God is, and all that He 
 does is the result of His love. 




1. The essence or conclusion of all of the commandments of God is love.





(Matthew 22:34-40 NKJV) But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. {35} Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, {36} "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" {37} Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' {38} "This is the first and great commandment. {39} "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' {40} "On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."





(NLT)  All the other commandments and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments."





John 13:34 (NKJV)  "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.





Romans 5:8 (NKJV) But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.


C. Our love for God is in direct proportion to our obedience to His commandments.





John 14:15 (NKJV)  "If you love Me, keep My commandments.





1 John 2:4 (NKJV)  He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.


D. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reveals the characteristics of God’s Kingdom. These all can be summed up in one word…Love.



1. The following is a portion from that sermon.





Matthew 5:38-48 (NKJV) "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' {39} "But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. {40} "If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. {41} "And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. {42} "Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. {43} "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' {44} "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, {45} "that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. {46} "For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? {47} "And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? {48} "Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.



2. The apostle Paul expounded upon this teaching.





Romans 13:7-10 (NLT)  Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and import duties, and give respect and honor to all to whom it is due. {8} Pay all your debts, except the debt of love for others. You can never finish paying that! If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill all the requirements of God's law. {9} For the commandments against adultery and murder and stealing and coveting--and any other commandment--are all summed up in this one commandment: "Love your neighbor as yourself." {10} Love does no wrong to anyone, so love satisfies all of God's requirements.


E. The apostle John expounding upon Jesus teachings gave us more insight.





1 John 3:11-14 (NLT) This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 We must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. And why did he kill him? Because Cain had been doing what was evil, and his brother had been doing what was righteous. 13 So don’t be surprised, dear brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. 14 If we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have passed from death to life. But a person who has no love is still dead. 


1. When people profess to know Christ, yet hate Christians it is a clear sign that they are not born of God. While fellow believers may disagree about various points of Scripture we are still bound to one another by the love of Christ shed abroad in our hearts.



2. We cannot hate people and love Christ who died for those same people.












1 John 3:15-17 Anyone who hates another brother or sister is really a murderer at heart. And you know that murderers don’t have eternal life within them.16 We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? 18 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 
Conclusion: Love is the expression of the heart of God. It is the revelation of His nature, and the divine principal by which all who would be His disciples are to be governed by.
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