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LESSON 1: FAITH 101 – FAITH COMES BY HEARING

Faith 101 - Faith Comes By Hearing

Theme:  Trust in God comes from hearing His Word.

Text: (Romans 10:17 NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Introduction: Someone has said that faith is the thread of the fabric of the believer’s life. It literarily weaves through every single area of our relationship with Christ.


Let’s begin by briefly looking at some of the most obvious characteristics or faith, as stated in Scripture.


1. We are saved by faith: Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) For by grace you have been saved through faith…


2. Faith is a gift from God: Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God


3. We are to live a lifestyle of faith: Romans 1:17 (NKJV) For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."


4. We walk by faith, not by sight: 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) For we walk by faith, not by sight.

5. We cannot please God apart from faith: Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.


6. We must pray in faith: James 1:6 (NKJV) But let him ask in faith, with no doubting…


7. Faith gives us victory over the world: 1 John 5:4 (GWT) because everyone who has been born from God has won the victory over the world. Our faith is what wins the victory over the world.


8. Faith is like a seed that we must plant: Luke 17:5-6 (NKJV) And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." {6} So the Lord said, "If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.


9. Faith is a fight we must engage in: 1 Timothy 6:12 (NKJV) Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.


10.  We are to die in faith: Hebrews 11:11-13 (GWT) Faith enabled Abraham to become a father, even though he was old and Sarah had never been able to have children. Abraham trusted that God would keep his promise. {12} Abraham was as good as dead. Yet, from this man came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the grains of sand on the seashore. {13} All these people died having faith. They didn't receive the things that God had promised them, but they saw these things coming in the distant future and rejoiced. They acknowledged that they were living as strangers with no permanent home on earth.
When the Bible speaks of faith, we could just as easily use the words confidence, trust, reliance, assurance, or conviction, and actually many translations use one or more of these synonyms.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Faith, (Confidence, Trust or Assurance) Comes By Hearing

A. It is impossible to reap a harvest where no seed has been planted.


Romans 10:13-17 (NKJV) For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." {14} How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? {15} And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!" {16} But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our report?" {17} So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


1. It is impossible for someone to call upon Jesus to save them if they have never heard the gospel. They cannot have faith where no seed has been sown.


2. They must hear the Word of God in order for faith to be acted upon. 
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 (NLT) My job was to plant the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God, not we, who made it grow. {7} The ones who do the planting or watering aren't important, but God is important because he is the one who makes the seed grow.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. In like manner, it is just as impossible to believe in Jesus as our healer, if we never hear that He is the healer.

1. The unsaved will perishing without hearing that Jesus died for their 
           sins.
2. The sick will perish without hearing that Jesus died for their sickness 
    and pain.

3. The poor will remain poor without hearing that Jesus will provide for 
    both their physical and spiritual needs.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Faith Begins Where the Will of God is Known

A. It is impossible to exercise faith if you are not confident of God’s 
          will.


1. Nearly all believers are confident that it is absolutely God’s will for the lost to be saved because they have heard the clear message of salvation preached.



John 3:15 (NKJV) “that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.



2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



2. Unfortunately the same cannot be said of the preaching of God’s willingness to heal.


3. Many Christians have absolutely no confidence in Jesus as their healer, simply because they have not heard that He is their healer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.



Isaiah 5:13 (NKJV) Therefore my people have gone into captivity, Because they have no knowledge; Their honorable men are famished, And their multitude dried up with thirst.



1 John 5:14-15 (NKJV) Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. {15} And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

Conclusion: It is impossible to harvest a crop where a seed has not been planted. We are trying to do a vain thing if we think we can harvest from God’s Kingdom without having first sown a seed.

Faith can only be exercised when we have heard the message the causes faith to be stirred in our hearts. If we do not hear the promises of God, we simply have no faith to place our trust in Him.

Faith comes by hearing God’s Word. Romans 10:17
Faith begins where the will of God is clearly known. We cannot exercise any confidence in God without first being fully convinced that what we are seeking is indeed His will. 1 John 5:14-15
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