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THE SPIRIT WITHIN & THE SPIRIT UPON:


The Spirit Within & the Spirit Upon

Theme: The new birth enables us to bear fruit, while the baptism in the Spirit equips us for service.

Text: John 14:15-26 (NKJV) "If you love Me, keep My commandments. {16} "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever; {17} "the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. {18} "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. {19} "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. {20} "At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. {21} "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." {22} Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?" {23} Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. {24} "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. {25} "These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. {26} "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

Introduction: Today we want to examine the dualistic work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. The first work being that of the new birth, without which we have no relationship with God, and no ability to produce fruit, which is acceptable to God. The second work of the Holy Spirit, called the baptism in the Holy Spirit, by which we are equipped for service in God’s kingdom.


Through the new birth we are born of God, and become s new creation in Christ Jesus. We are translated out of the kingdom of darkness, into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. Our nature is changed from sinner to saint, from darkness to light, from unrighteous to righteous. We literally become partakers of the divine nature of God and are born of God


1 John 5:1 (GWT) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah has been born from God… 

When we are baptized with the Holy Spirit, we receive power to carry out God’s work in the earth and to be witnesses for Christ. While the baptism with the Holy Spirit certainly brings personal benefits to the believer, it opens the door for the manifestation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit to set others free.

I. The New Birth

A. You must be born again.




John 3:1-8 (NKJV) There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”


1. When we are born again we receive the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. we become the temple of the Holy Spirit.





1 Corinthians 6:17-19 (NKJV) But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. {18} Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. {19} Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?


2. Under the Old Testament the Holy Spirit dwelt in the tabernacle and then latter in the temple, but since the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have become His earthly temple.




1 Peter 2:5 (NIV) you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.




B. The new birth brings with it an everlasting well of living water.



John 4:13-15 (NKJV)…Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, {14} "but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." 



1. This fountain of water is for our nourishment and growth. It is a well of the Zoë (life of God), the quality of life that only God can give us, or the God kind of life.


2. Only through the work of the Holy Spirit in the new birth do we have union with God and a place in the family of God.



John 1:12-13 (NKJV) But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: {13} who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.




Romans 8:15-17 (NKJV) For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." {16} The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, {17} and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.


C. Through the new birth we begin to bear the fruit of the Spirit.




Galatians 5:22-25 (NKJV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, {23} gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. {24} And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. {25} If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.


1. Fruit has to do with character development. All of these fruit are characteristics of God’s nature.



2 Peter 1:2-4 (NKJV) Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, {3} as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, {4} by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 



2. As we draw our life from our union with Christ, the life and nature of the Holy Spirit begins to work in our lives to enable us to bear fruit.



John 15:4 (NKJV) "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”

II. The Baptism With the Holy Spirit

A. You shall receive power, ability, when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.


Acts 1:4-8 (NKJV)… {8} "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."




Power: 1411. dunamis, doo'-nam-is; from G1410; force (lit. or fig.); spec. miraculous power (usually by impl. a miracle itself):--ability, abundance, meaning, might (-ily, -y, -y deed), (worker of) miracle (-s), power, strength, violence, mighty (wonderful) work.



Acts 2:1-20 (NKJV)  When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. {2} And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. {3} Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. {4} And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance….



1. While the new birth is primarily for our personal relationship with God, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is for equipping for service in the kingdom of God.




Mark 16:15-20 (NKJV) And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.


2. The disciples began to do works as soon as they were baptized with the Holy Spirit.




Luke 24:49 (NLT) “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.”




Acts 1:8 (NLT) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”


3. The Holy Spirit desires to manifest himself through the body of Christ, called the church.

Conclusion: As members of the body of Christ, we each are partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have been equipped to offer our spiritual, emotional and physical supply for the edification of the body of Christ.
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