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The Second Coming of Christ and the Rapture of the Church
Theme: The rapture will occur at the second coming of Christ.

Introduction: In this lesson we are going to take a look at the subject of the rapture and when this event will actually occur. While the most common belief among Evangelical Christians is that the rapture will occur prior to the great tribulation, I believe that this event will not occur until the second coming of Christ, when He returns to establish his millennial kingdom.

I. When Will the Rapture Occur?


A. There are three main beliefs regarding the time frame of the Rapture. 



1. Pre-Tribulation Rapture:


Christ will return in the clouds and secretly remove all believers from the earth, just prior to the tribulation period.




Raptured believers will celebrate the marriage supper of the Lamb with Christ for seven years during the seven year tribulation.


2. Mid-Tribulation Rapture: Christ will return at the end of the first three and one half years of the tribulation taking believers out of the earth, just prior to the most severe period of tribulation. 



3. Post-Tribulation Rapture: Believers will go through the great tribulation period and meet Christ in the clouds at His return when He comes to establish His millennial kingdom.

II. The Three Resurrections


A. Scripture reveals three resurrections of the dead. 



1. The resurrection of Jesus, the first born from among the dead.





Revelation 1:4-5 (NAS) John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead


2. The resurrection of those in Christ at His coming.





1 Corinthians 15:22-25 (NKJV) For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. {23} But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. {24} Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. {25} For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.


a)  Notice the order of the resurrections as Paul describes them.





{23} But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. {24} Then comes the end,




b) It is obvious in keeping within the context of this chapter that the coming of Christ he is referring to in verses 23 through 24, and the coming of Christ at the sound of trumpet are one and the same, and not a pre-tribulation rapture.



3. The third and final resurrection will be after the millennial reign of Christ, when the dead are raise and stand before the great white throne to be judged according to their works.
Revelation 20:11-15 (NKJV) Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. {12} And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. {13} The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. {14} Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. {15} And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

B. The pre-tribulation rapture would actually add a fourth resurrection that is not substantiated by Scripture. 1 Corinthians 15:50-52 (NKJV) Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. {51} Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed; {52} in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 


1. This mystery that the apostle Paul was referring to is the resurrection of those who are Christ’s at His coming.



2. This will take place at the last trumpet, not a pre-tribulation trumpet. 1 Corinthians 15:50-52 (NKJV) Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed; {52} in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
III. Jesus Will Send Forth His Angels At the End of the Tribulation.


A. The pre-tribulation rapture mistakenly teaches that God intends to save His elect from this time of great tribulation. He will save us from His wrath, not from tribulation. Acts 1:9-11 (NAS) After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”




Matthew 24:29-31 (NKJV)…"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. {30} "Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. {31} "And (then) He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 


1. Once again notice what Jesus said about His second coming.

The angels spoke of His second coming, not a pre-tribulation rapture.

His return will not be in secret.

His return will not take place until after the great tribulation.

He will send forth His angels to gather his elect, announcing it with the sound of a trumpet. This will take place on the feast of trumpets at the sighting of the new moon, thus fulfilling the fall Feast of Trumpets & Tabernacles. 

B. Now let’s compare Paul’s writing to the Thessalonians with the teachings of Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NKJV) and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. (Not from tribulation)




1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 (NKJV)  And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, {13} so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints. 

(Not with a portion of His saints at the rapture)





1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV)…{16} For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. {17} Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. {18} Therefore comfort one another with these words.



1. The coming of the Lord that Paul is referring to here is not a secret pre-tribulation rapture, but rather the same coming that the angels and Jesus spoke of in Acts 1 & Matthew 24.


2. There is no place in Paul’s teaching to these believers that he indicates a pre-tribulation time frame of this resurrection. 



3. To conclude that this is referring to a pre-tribulation rapture aside from the second coming of Christ, one must actually superimpose it upon this text.



1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (NKJV)…. {4} But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. {5} You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. {6} Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. … {9} For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, {10} who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. {11} Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.


4. The day of Lord will not overtake the believer as a thief, because Jesus told us what signs would indicate when He was to return in Matthew 24.

C. That Day Will Not Come Unless… 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NKJV) Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, {2} not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. {3} Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, {4} who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God…



1. If we remove the pre-tribulation rapture from the context of this passage, and the rest of Paul’s letters to these believers, it is quite easy to see the consistency between these letters, and the teachings of Christ, in Matthew’s gospel.



2. The falling away is not a backsliding of believers, but rather an open act of defiance by the antichrist, or the little horn that speaks great things.



3. The abomination of desolations that both Jesus and Paul made reference to was foretold by the prophet Daniel. 




Matthew 24:15 (NKJV) “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand)





Daniel 12:9-11 (NKJV) And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up 

and sealed till the time of the end. {10} "Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. {11} "And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. (3 ½ years until the end of the tribulation) 

Conclusion: Because people have been primarily taught that the rapture will occur prior to the tribulation they have a difficult time accepting any other teaching about the subject. 


The main issue is that we stay alert until the coming of the Lord whether it occurs prior to the tribulation, or at the end. However I am concerned many who adamantly adhere to the pre-trib rapture teaching have settled into an erroneous idea that they are destined to escape the things that are to come upon the earth. I believe this could prove to be a serious mistake.
