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The Glossolalia Phenomenon & Church History


The Glossolalia Phenomenon & Church History

Theme: Where we stand concerning tongues, & their place in church history.

Text: Acts 2:1-47.... And they all began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Introduction:  The Glossolalia Phenomenon, by Wade H. Horton "Church of God"

The term glossolalia comes from the Greek word glossa, for tongue.  The NT used the Greek term glossa lalien in reference to the tongues spoken by Christians as the result of being filled with the Holy Spirit.  Thus in years past, the practice of speaking in tongues was known as glossolalia.


...we did not, and still do not, place as much importance on glossolalia (speaking in tongues) itself as some do today or as much as others claim we do. we are, however, without question unshakably convinced that glossolalia (speaking in tongues)  is a scriptural phenomenon that has its proper place in both private and public worship. We are equally convinced that it is exercised only by consecrated and Spirit filled Christians, and only then as the Spirit gives utterance and not at the whim and fancy of human personality.


The uncertain sounds and the many kinds of voices in the world have forced upon us the urgent need and the solemn responsibility of sharing our Pentecostal experience, our historical evaluation, and our theological treatment of the subject even at this late hour in our history. the urgency is now glaringly obvious. The appeal for clarification is unmistakable. The performance of the task is obligatory. To procrastinate longer is inexcusable. It is perhaps more important now than ever before because of greater diversity of interpretations and because of so many perverted concepts concerning the operation and usage of glossolalia (tongues).


It was not nearly so complex in the early days of Pentecost, for there were only two principal voices heard then- the positive voice of Pentecostals and the negative voice of Pentecostal opposers. This has all been changed in recent years. There are additional voices today. Theses voices, for the most part, are neither altogether for glossolalia nor altogether against it. One is the voice of those who have received the Pentecostal experience outside their denominational structure, but remain in the non-Pentecostal churches where it is neither taught nor accepted. This is the semi silent silent voice. It speaks only in off night prayer meetings and in selected and secluded groups meeting outside the regular announced church services. But in public worship services this voice blends with the usual ritualistic ecclesiastics ms and is strangely silent. This silence is effected for two reasons: first, because the spiritual climate is not conducive to spiritual manifestations; and second, because of the consciousness that tongues will not be tolerated. How long this can continue, only time will tell.


Another believes in glossolalia (tongues), but does not accept it in experience. Though this voice appears to endorse the Pentecostal position, it is only half in and half out at best, and contributes very little, if anything at all, toward clarification of the tongues-speaking phenomenon. And indeed, how can it justifiably try to do so when it has no experiential knowledge of it whatsoever. It speaks from only one side, the outside. And this is the best it can ever do until it comes all the way in.


Another is the voice of one who professes believing in glossalalia, but casts doubts on some of the accompanying manifestations. Its tongue-in-cheek, half- hearted acquiescence does not strengthen the real Pentecostal position, but rather weakens it. Any positive statement from this source favoring speaking in tongues, will be followed by a negative one, either or indirectly, disfavoring it.



And still another voice is the one that accepts the mechanical, quiet, sophisticated tongues speaking, but rejects the emotional, unspeakable, joy, spiritually intoxicating, rushing-mighty-wind kind of Pentecostal experience. This group wants to be sure that the multitudes are not confounded and amazed at their actions, and most certainly that they are not accused of being drunk as were the first Pentecostal believers. They want to steer their ship clear of the Pentecostal pattern as recorded in Acts 2. This voice says, "I will accept glossolalia (tongues), but, please, not as the Pentecostals do."


Finally, another kind of voice, entirely different from all the others, is raised by those who are continually riding on a miracle.  Though this group is very small in number, in all fairness to the whole picture it should be mentioned. These people fully accept the outward manifestations of Pentecost - tongues, interpretations of tongues, miracles, healing - but place emphasis on them all out of proportion to what Scripture directs. To them it must be either miraculous or mediocre. Nothing short of supernatural outward demonstrations will satisfy them. Their sensibilities are attuned to the sensational, and anything less is shallow, dull, dry, and spiritless. They seem to put more stress on the physical manifestations than on the spiritual experiences. Their actions, attitudes, and declarations seem to propound a superior ministry to their other Pentecostal brethren. This voice speaks long and loud about spiritual liberty, but its concept of this achievement is the come-out-ism, anti-church-government philosophy. Any form of rules, order, or regulations is to them dictatorial and inhibits their initiative, impairs their ingenuity, and interferes with their freedom to operate on what they choose to call a completely spiritual basis. This voice seems reluctant to admit that while the outward gifts and signs have their place in Pentecostal propagation there are other things equally important and some of far greater importance.


In this study we will examine some of the historical evidence of throughout the centuries,  from the day of Pentecost until present. As well as the biblical evidence for tongues.

I. TONGUES THROUGHOUT CHURCH HISTORY.


A. Quotes Concerning the Historical Evidence of Tongues.



The Encyclopedia Britannica:  "The phenomenon of speaking with tongues as the Spirit gives utterance (Acts 2:1-13) has appeared in all ages of the church."



Burton Scott Easton "If the modern history of ecstatic utterances has any bearing on the Apostolic age, the speaking in foreign languages could not have been limited only to Pentecost...Tongues are a Divine gift, the exercise is not to be forbidden (1 Corinthians 14:39)...Indeed, to those who treat them simply with scorn they become a "sign" that hardening is taking a purely intellectual and ethical religion is rather a dreary thing. A man who has never allowed his religious emotions to carry him away may be in a high state of grace - but he has missed something, and something of very great value."



In Harper's Bible Dictionary, Madeleine S. and J. Lane "That this phenomenon is by no means restricted to early Christianity is universally recognized. ...it has been the seemingly inevitable consequence of all extended seasons of  "revivals."



Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia: "In regard to the perpetuation of these charsms tongues), it may be said that although they were manifested more frequently in the infant church and the first few centuries, they have never been completely lacking in the Church.......glossolalia was a true charism of the Holy Spirit."

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church: "Similar phenomena are 


     

     constantly met with in religious revivals."


B. From Apostles to Reformation.



Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons: Was a student of Polycarp, the pastor of the church of Smyrna, mentioned in the Revelation. Polycarp also was a student of the Apostle John. He was martyred around 155 AD. 
Irenaeus in his writings, "Against Heresies" states,  In like manner we do hear [or have heard] many brethren in the Church, who possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the mysteries of God, whom also the apostle terms "spiritual," they being spiritual because they partake of the Spirit.

Celsus A.D. 177,  An unbelieving philosopher: who opposed Christianity, with contempt described early believers. "...prophecies often passed into tongues as the speaker worked himself up...both in and outside the sanctuaries people exhibited ecstatic phenomena and uttered unknown, unintelligible speech."

Souer's History of the Christian Church: states,  "Dr. Martin Luther was a prophet, evangelist, speaker in tongues and interpreter, in one person, endowed with all the gifts of the Holy Spirit."


C. Reformation to the Twentieth Century



The Sixteen Century




John Calvin, (1509-1564) Swiss exiled French reformer


"The meaning is now obvious. If, therefore, I frame prayers in a language that is not understood by me, and the spirit supplies me with the words, the spirit indeed itself, which regulates my tongue, will in that case pray..."

D. The Eighteenth Century




John Wesley, (1703-1791) founder of Methodist church.


     

In a letter to Reverend Dr. Middleton: I must observe an historical mistake, which occurs toward the bottom of your next page. Since the Reformation, you say: "This gift (tongues) has never once been heard of or pretended to, by the Romanist themselves."  But has it been pretended to (whether justly or not) by no others, though not by the Romanist? Has it "never once been heard of" since that time? Sir, your memory fails you again...It has been heard of more than once, no farther off than the valleys of Dauphiny [France].



E. The Nineteenth Century




The Great American Revival of 1800. The most prominent in July of 1800, held at Cane Ridge, in Logan County,  Kentucky. Where crowds of 20,000 to 25,000 gathered.




Bernard A. Weisberger's description, "Even if there had been only these things - shouts, the wagons, the murmurous, plastic crowds, surging in the half darkness under the rain beaten branches, Can Ridge would have burned itself for life into the memories of men who were there. But stranger things were said to have happened; the power of the Lord was shown as it was when cloven tongues of fire sat upon the apostles and amid a rushing mighty wind, they spoke to an untoward generation of Parthians, Medes and Elamites, each in his own tongue. For at Cane Ridge, many men testified to the physical power of the Holy Spirit's baptism, which unstrung the knees and melted, with fervent heat, the hearts of the worshipers."

The British Isles, in Both Scotland & England...A Scotch Presbyterian, and some of his 

followers prayed for Mary Cambell, who was dying with consumption. She was instantly healed, and began to speak in other tongues.

Charles Finney, In his words he received, "a mighty baptism in the Holy Spirit...the Holy Spirit 

descended upon me in manner that seemed to go through me, body and soul. I could feel the impression, like a wave of electricity, going through and through me. Indeed, I could not express it in any other way. It seemed like the very breath of God, I can recall distinctly that it seemed to fan me like immense wings." 


"No words can express the wonderful love that was shed abroad in my heart. I wept aloud with joy and love; and I do not know but should say, I literally bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my heart. These waves came over me and over me and over me, one after the other until I recollected I cried out "I shall die if these waves continue to pass over me "I said, "Lord, I cannot bear it any more."

F. The Twentieth Century




Charles Fox Parham & Topeka Kansas: Charles Fox Parham was a cripple who was healed by the power of God. Parham opened the Divine Healing Home in Topeka, Kansas, and latter a small Bible school called Bethel.


Before leaving to preach in Kansas City for three days, Purham assigned the 40 students at the Bible School to research the subject of the Bible evidence of tongues regarding the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. On New years Day of 1901 a student by the name of Agnes N. Ozman requested that Parham pray for her to receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, stating that she believed she would speak in tongues. After all this was the conclusion of the students after researching the topic.


Parham states, "I laid my hand on her head and prayed." At that moment the student began speaking in the Chinese language, and was unable to speak in English for three days.. When she tried to write in English to tell us of her experience, she wrote in Chinese..."


Miss Ozman described her spiritual experience as follows. "I talked several languages, and it was clearly manifest when a new dialect was spoken. I had the added joy and glory my heart longed for, and a depth of the presence of the Lord within that I had never known before. It was as if rivers of living waters were proceeding from my innermost being. Latter, 12 different students received the Baptism in the holy Spirit, and all spoke in other tongues.

William J Seymore (Daddy Seymore), and the Asuza Street revival.




In the fall of 1905 Charles fox Parham opened the first Pentecostal Bible School in Houston, Texas. One of the 60 students was a black Holiness pastor with one eye, named William J. Seymore. (Latter known as Daddy Seymore). Seymore was invited to speak in a Nazarene Church, in Los Angeles, CA. He spoke on the topic, "Speaking in Tongues," and was put out for preaching false doctrine. 

Latter some Baptists invited Seymore to speak at a home meeting, and several were filled with the Spirit and spoke in tongues. It wasn't until three days latter that Seymore was filled with the Spirit himself.


The home meeting began to flourish, and latter was moved to 312 Asuza street, Los Angeles, California, in April of 1906. the Asuza street meetings began at 10 in the morning and lasted until after midnight. All the time the crowds became larger. The Asuza street revival continued daily for three years, and healing, exorcism, and tongues were a great part of it.


One sceptical news Paper reporter had in mind to expose what he thought to be fakery. He feigned as if he had a crippled leg and entered the prayer line. William Seymore laid hands upon him and said, "According to your faith, so be it done unto you." Whereupon, the man actually became lame in the leg. 


This revival was one of the most significant of the U.S. in the early part of the 20th Century, and set the stage for the expansion of the Pentecostal movement.

The Healing Revival of 1947 – 1958: In conjunction with the revival of the Baptism in the 

Holy Spirit, came a revival of healing and miracles. Although the supernatural healing power of God was manifest throughout history from the day of Pentecost. In 1947, America saw a great revival of the healing power of God among Pentecostal believers.


Prior to these second generation Pentecostals, were men and women like Smith Wigglesworth,, John G. Lake, Maria Woodworth-Etter, and Aimee Simple McPherson. All of these ministers were used in tremendous ways to heal the sick, raise the dead, and cast out devils, and many other manifestations of God's Holy Spirit.


The healing revival of the 40s & 50s was marked by men & women such as Oral Roberts, T.L. Osborn, Kenneth E. Hagin, Jack Coe, William Branhum, and many others. Not only was there a revival of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, with speaking in other tongues, but also great numbers of healings and miracles.

The Charismatic Renewal of the 1960's: In the 60's following the Jesus movement, a new 

revival of the Pentecostal message occurred, known as "The Charismatic Renewal." This was the beginning of the restoration of the teaching ministry in the body of Christ, and with it came a flourish of books, and audio tapes, and teaching materials. 

 
Many people who were disillusioned by the 60's counter culture movement, and the deadness of main line denominations, began being saved, and filled with the Holy Spirit. New independent churches and ministries began to spring up almost overnight, as thousands began to pour into these new Spirit Filled Churches, both in the U.S., and around the world. These churches offered less formal settings, with a new freedom for the Holy Spirit to express Himself. A return to the reality of the Word of God would accompany this move as well.


From this renewal revival has spread world wide. Multitudes are turning to Christ in many nations. German evangelist Rinehart Bonke, has seen millions come to Christ in one year in Africa alone. His massive tent seats over 40,000 people. We have seen crusades reach hundreds of thousands at one time. Countries around the world are opening up to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Today, Charismatic believers are by far the fastest growing group on earth. Paul Yonggi Cho's Central Church, of Soul South Korea, boasts a membership of nearly 1 million believers. Not only the largest Spirit filled Church in world, but the largest single church in Christendom today.




Church Renewals: Not only were people leaving main line denominational churches, many leaders within these same churches began to be filled with the Holy Spirit as well. The result was the fire of God touching all denominations. Methodists, Catholics, Baptists, Presbyterian etc....Today the Baptism in the Holy Spirit has penetrated every major denomination in the world to some extent. 

CONCLUSION:   As we can see, the Pentecostal experience, though dimmed in some ages, has never been entirely lost to the church. For just as on the day of Pentecost, when the church was born, as Peter preached....But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:  


Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.   For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

