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The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Theme: Recognizing and activating the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-14 (NKJV) Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: {2} You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. {3} Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. {4} There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. {5} There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. {6} And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. {7} But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: {8} for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, {9} to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, {10} to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. {11} But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. {12} For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. {13} For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body; whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free; and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. {14} For in fact the body is not one member but many.


1 Corinthians 12:27-31 (NKJV) Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. {28} And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. {29} Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? {30} Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? {31} But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

Introduction: When we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we are baptized into the Spiritual body of Christ. We are born of God, and become partakers of His divine nature through the working of the Holy Spirit who brings us into the unity of the faith. Romans 8:15-16, 2 Peter 1:3-4 

The life and nature of God flows from our recreated human spirit and manifests itself in our lives as the fruit of the Spirit Galatians 5:22, and the gifts or manifestations of the Spirit as seen in 1 Corinthians 12., John 15:1-5
The same life that is in the vine is in the branch and we are to manifest that life to the world.

I. The Gifts of the Holy Spirit



1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NKJV) But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: {8} for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, {9} to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, {10} to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. {11} But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.


A. These manifestations or gifts of the Holy Spirit could be divided into three categories.

· Three gifts that reveal - Revelation Gifts.

· Word of knowledge, word of wisdom, discerning of spirits

· Three gifts that do - Power Gifts.

· Working of miracles, special faith, gifts of healings

· Three gifts that speak - Utterance Gifts.

· Diverse tongues, tongues with interpretation, and prophecy

B. Three Gifts That Reveal - Revelation Gifts.

· Word of knowledge, word of wisdom, discerning of spirits



1. The word of knowledge should not be mistake with knowledge that is acquired. This is a revelation of certain facts that are known to God, and revealed to man by divine understanding.




John 4:13-19 (NKJV)  Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, {14} "but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." {15} The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." {16} Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." {17} The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said, 'I have no husband,' {18} "for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly." {19} The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.




a) Jesus had knowledge of this woman’s situation by divine revelation or a word of knowledge.



2. The word of wisdom is once again not to be mistaken with wisdom in the common sense of the word. A word of wisdom is revelation of particular future events.





Acts 21:8-11 (NKJV) On the next day we who were Paul's companions departed and came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. {9} Now this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied. {10} And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. {11} When he had come to us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.'"




a) The prophet’s ministry will operate in this manifestation more than any other. The prophet Agabus received a word of wisdom about certain events in the future of Paul’s life.




3. The discerning of spirits is the revelation of spiritual beings, or literally the ability to see into the spirit, or discern the presence of spirits.




Acts 16:16-18 (NKJV) Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. {17} This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, "These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation." {18} And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And he came out that very hour.




a) If Paul was greatly annoyed by this girl, why didn’t he cast out this spirit on the first day it was manifesting itself through this girl? Perhaps he did not have the revelation or discernment of what he was dealing with until the holy Spirit revealed it to him.




2 Kings 6:8-17 (NLT)…16 “Don’t be afraid!” Elisha told him. “For there are more on our side than on theirs!” 17 Then Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes and let him see!” The Lord opened the young man’s eyes, and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and chariots of fire.
C. Three Gifts That Do - Power Gifts.

· Working of miracles, special faith, gifts of healings



1. Working of miracles is a gift that performs the miraculous through the power of God.




Acts 19:11-12 (NKJV) Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, {12} so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.



John 16:18-20 (NLT) Soon a gale swept down upon them, and the sea grew very rough. 19 They had rowed three or four miles when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the water toward the boat. They were terrified, 20 but he called out to them, “Don’t be afraid. I am here!

2. Gifts of Healings. 

a) This gift will manifest in the healing of various kinds of sickness  

           and diseases.



Matthew 4:23-24 (NKJV) And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. {24} Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.



3. Faith or special faith. This is an added measure of faith that will manifest in supernatural boldness, like Elijah challenging the prophets of Baal to a dual of fire on Mount Carmel.




1 Kings 18:20-40 (NLT)…38 Immediately the fire of the Lord flashed down from heaven and burned up the young bull, the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the trench!
D. Three Gifts that Speak – Utterance Gifts



1. Diverse tongues is a tongue for public ministry, and not to be confused with the manifestation of speaking in tongues that we receive when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.




1 Corinthians 12:27-29 (NKJV) Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. {28} And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. {29} Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?


2. You will notice that all of these gifts are public ministry gifts, not private. A variety of tongues or a diverse tongue is a public ministry gift as a sign to unbelievers.





1 Corinthians 12:27-31 (NKJV) Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. {28} And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. {29} Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? {30} Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? {31} But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.


3. Prophecy: Prophecy is an inspired utterance in a known tongue. The gift of prophecy is for the strengthening of the body.




1 Corinthians 14:22 (NKJV) Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.




1 Corinthians 14:1-3 (NKJV) Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. {2} For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. {3} But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 


4. Diverse tongues with interpretation are the equivalent of prophecy.

1 Corinthians 14:4-5 (NKJV) He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. {5} I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.

Conclusion: We are to desire the manifestation of these gifts, as they all play a vital role in setting people free from Satan’s bondages. Corporately these gifts will have greater expression than individually because of the presence of combined faith. 1 Corinthians 14
