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THE COMING RESTORATION


The Coming Restoration

Theme: What life on earth will be like when Jesus is Lord on earth.

Text: Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Introduction: The child that is to be born who will carry the government upon His shoulders, is none other than Jesus Christ. Here we see a picture of the rule and reign of Christ during His millennial kingdom. 


During the rise of the anti-Christ kingdom we see the complete and utter depravity of man under Satan’s influence. During his kingdom we will see complete and utter deception, unrighteousness and injustice. In contrast, when Christ returns to govern the earth, the prevailing characteristic of His coming Kingdom is truth, righteousness and justice.

I. Jesus Will Rule the Over the Nations From Jerusalem.




A. The Kingdom of Messiah (Christ) will be definitively Jewish in nature.




1. A Jewish man is going to rule the entire earth from the city of Jerusalem.







Jeremiah 3:17 (NLT) In that day Jerusalem will be known as 'The Throne of the LORD.' All nations will come there to honor the LORD. They will no longer stubbornly follow their own evil desires.




Revelation11:15 (NAS)…"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."


B. All the rulers and nations will bow before Christ and serve Him.




Psalm 72:11 (NLT) All kings will bow before him, and all nations will serve him.





Psalm 102:15 (NIV) The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will revere your glory.



C. Zechariah the prophet gives us a very graphic overview of the destruction of Jerusalem under anti-Christ and the return of Christ. When He destroys those nations that destroyed Jerusalem and slaughtered His people.




Zechariah 14:1-21 (NLT) Watch, for the day of the Lord is coming when your possessions will be plundered right in front of you! 2 I will gather all the nations to fight against Jerusalem. The city will be taken, the houses looted, and the women raped. Half the population will be taken into captivity, and the rest will be left among the ruins of the city.



1. This describes the ant-Christ’s plundering of Jerusalem when He breaks his peace accord with the nation of Israel after 3 ½ years of the tribulation.



2. When Christ returns He will pour out His fury upon those nations that destroyed His people. This is the war of Armageddon that will take place at the end of the 7 ½ year tribulation. Ezekiel 38, Joel 3




Revelation 16:13-16 (NLT) And I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits who work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to gather them for battle against the Lord on that great judgment day of God the Almighty. 15 “Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a thief! Blessed are all who are watching for me, who keep their clothing ready so they will not have to walk around naked and ashamed.” 16 And the demonic spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew name Armageddon.




Zechariah 14:3-5 Then the Lord will go out to fight against those nations, as he has fought in times past. 4On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem. And the Mount of Olives will split apart, making a wide valley running from east to west. Half the mountain will move toward the north and half toward the south. 5You will flee through this valley, for it will reach across to Azal. Yes, you will flee as you did from the earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all his holy ones with him. Revelation 19:13-16 & 19 



3. When the Lord returns and stands upon the Mount of Olives there will occur such an earth quake that it will completely change the very landscape of the nation of Israel. Zechariah 14:6-11 



4. The Lord will require the nations that attacked Israel and remain to come to Jerusalem during the feast of Sukkot (booths/tabernacles) to offer worship to the Lord.



5. These nations will be required to offer sacrifices to the Lord. This is God’s way of making them keep this memorial. Zechariah 14:16-21

II. Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done, On Earth As In Heaven


A. The will of the Lord will be established throughout the whole earth.




Daniel 7:13-14 (NAS) “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14“And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed…. 27Then the sovereignty, power, and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be given to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will last forever, and all rulers will serve and obey him."


B. Three types of people who will be on the earth when Christ returns.



1. Believers who will be gathered together during Jesus world-wide procession.
Matthew 24:30-31 (NKJV) Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.




a) The redeemed will be given glorified bodies. 1 Cor15:42-58


2. The reprobate who took the mark of the Beast and worshipped the Beast. They will be judged and executed because they are beyond redemption.



3. The unredeemed that resisted the ant-Christ. These will repopulate the earth.There will be several billion people who are alive on the earth at the end of the great tribulation. 

 
C. Justice and peace will prevail throughout all the earth.



1. Yeshua will rule the earth from the city of Jerusalem.




Isaiah 2:3-4 (NAS) And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.


D. The downtrodden and afflicted will be restored and healed.




Isaiah 35:5-10 (NIV) Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 8And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 9No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, 10and those the Lord has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

II. Heaven and Earth Will Come Together under Christ’s rule.


A. In Genesis we se the earth cut off from the will of God because of sin. In the millennial kingdom we see the earth restored because of righteousness.




Matthew 6:10 (NAS) Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 





Ephesians 1:9-10 (NLT) God has now revealed to us his mysterious plan regarding Christ, a plan to fulfill his own good pleasure. 10And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth.




Revelation 21:2-4 (NAS) And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."…


B. During the millennial kingdom heaven will fill the earth.



1. Much of the church has maintained the erroneous view that heaven is an ethereal dwelling. When heaven comes to earth much of life as we know it will continue on, only with righteousness as the governance. 



2. Heaven is the place believers have gone since the resurrection of Christ. This has been a temporary holding place until the resurrection of the body. The saints do not need a resurrected body in heaven to relate to its spiritual environment. Only as the spirit and the physical realm come together in the millennial kingdom do we need a body to dwell in the earth.


C. Every aspect of the earth will be restored, from people to the environment.





Revelation 22:1-3 (NAS) Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him. Ezekiel 47:1-12 
