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PPROVIDING YOUR SUPPLY


Gifts of the Holy Spirit - Providing Your Supply

Theme: Every believer has a spiritual supply to offer as part of the body of Christ.

Text: Ephesians 4:10-16 (NLT) The same one who came down is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so that his rule might fill the entire universe. {11} He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. {12} Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, {13} until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. {14} Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. {15} Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. {16} Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

Introduction: The body of Christ is a spiritual compilation of all believers worldwide. Within the overall makeup of this spiritual body, God has set forth local churches as a means to help believers grow as parts of His body. The universal body of Christ is comprised of individuals from all nationalities and walks of life. 


Although the body consists of multitudes of believers God still relates to us on a personal level as individuals within His family. Each member is vital to the growth of His kingdom. Every Christian has been blessed with both natural and spiritual gifts that are intended to strengthen the body of Christ. 

I. The Manifestation of the Spirit is Given to Each One, for the Profit of All.

A. Each member of the body has a supply of the Spirit to provide, which in turn edifies the entire body, the church.



1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (NKJV) Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: {2} You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. {3} Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. {4} There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. {5} There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. {6} And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. {7} But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: {8} for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, {9} to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, {10} to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. {11} But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.



Verse 7 (NCV) Something from the Spirit can be seen in each 




person, for the common good.




(NLT)  A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a means of helping the 


entire church.


B. Each of us must grow in the gifts of God within us.




Romans 12:4-8 (NLT) Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, {5} so it is with Christ's body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others. {6} God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out when you have faith that God is speaking through you. {7} If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching. {8} If your gift is to encourage others, do it! If you have money, share it generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.
II. Let All Things Be Done For the Edification of the Body.


A. These are guidelines for order, so that the body operates in unity.




1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV) How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.




(NLT) Well, my brothers and sisters, let's summarize what I am saying. When you meet, one will sing, another will teach, another will tell some special revelation God has given, one will speak in an unknown language, while another will interpret what is said. But everything that is done must be useful to all and build them up in the Lord.

B. Our motivation must always be our love for God, and His love manifest through us to others.




1 Corinthians 14 (NLT) Let love be your highest goal, but also desire the special abilities the Spirit gives, especially the gift of prophecy. {2} For if your gift is the ability to speak in tongues, you will be talking to God but not to people, since they won't be able to understand you. You will be speaking by the power of the Spirit, but it will all be mysterious. {3} But one who prophesies is helping others grow in the Lord, encouraging and comforting them. {4} A person who speaks in tongues is strengthened personally in the Lord, but one who speaks a word of prophecy strengthens the entire church.


1. Our goal must always be the strengthening of the church. In a corporate setting prophecy serves this better.




{5} I wish you all had the gift of speaking in tongues, but even more I wish you were all able to prophesy. For prophecy is a greater and more useful gift than speaking in tongues, unless someone interprets what you are saying so that the whole church can get some good out of it. {6} Dear brothers and sisters, if I should come to you talking in an unknown language, how would that help you? But if I bring you some revelation or some special knowledge or some prophecy or some teaching--that is what will help you. {7} Even musical instruments like the flute or the harp, though they are lifeless, are examples of the need for speaking in plain language. For no one will recognize the melody unless the notes are played clearly. {8} And if the bugler doesn't sound a clear call, how will the soldiers know they are being called to battle? {9} And it's the same for you. If you talk to people in a language they don't understand, how will they know what you mean? You might as well be talking to an empty room. {10} There are so many different languages in the world, and all are excellent for those who understand them, {11} but to me they mean nothing. I will not understand people who speak those languages, and they will not understand me.



2. Paul is teaching about the use of tongues in a public setting. This is not to be mistaken with the initial evidence of tongues which accompanies the infilling of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.



{12} Since you are so eager to have spiritual gifts, ask God for those that will be of real help to the whole church. {13} So anyone who has the gift of speaking in tongues should pray also for the gift of interpretation in order to tell people plainly what has been said. {14} For if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, but I don't understand what I am saying. {15} Well then, what shall I do? I will do both. I will pray in the spirit, and I will pray in words I understand. I will sing in the spirit, and I will sing in words I understand. {16} For if you praise God only in the spirit, how can those who don't understand you praise God along with you? How can they join you in giving thanks when they don't understand what you are saying? {17} You will be giving thanks very nicely, no doubt, but it doesn't help the other people present. {18} I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. {19} But in a church meeting I would much rather speak five understandable words that will help others than ten thousand words in an unknown language. {20} Dear brothers and sisters, don't be childish in your understanding of these things. Be innocent as babies when it comes to evil, but be mature and wise in understanding matters of this kind. {21} It is written in the Scriptures, "I will speak to my own people through unknown languages and through the lips of foreigners. But even then, they will not listen to me," says the Lord. {22} So you see that speaking in tongues is a sign, not for believers, but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for the benefit of believers, not unbelievers. 
III. Don’t quench the Holy Spirit, but concentrate on what builds others up.




1 Thessalonians 5:15-23 (NCV)  Be sure that no one pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to do what is good for each other and for all people. {16} Always be joyful. {17} Pray continually, {18} and give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. {19} Do not hold back the work of the Holy Spirit. {20} Do not treat prophecy as if  it were unimportant. {21} But test everything. Keep what is good, {22} and stay away from everything that is evil. {23} Now may God himself, the God of peace, make you pure, belonging only to him. May your whole self--spirit, soul, and body--be kept safe and without fault when our Lord Jesus Christ comes.

Conclusion: As each part provides the supply of the Spirit of God that they have been gifted to supply to the body of Christ, the entire church will be edified. Unfortunately the church has fallen into one ditch or the other when it comes to manifestations of the Spirit of God. We either concentrate on seeing manifestations for the sake of the manifestation itself. (Which often does not edify others), or we suppress the move of the Holy Ghost and see no manifestations. Both are in error. We need manifestations of the Holy Spirit if people are going to be set free.
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