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A PHARAOH WHO KNEW NOT JOSEPH


A Pharaoh Who Knew Not Joseph

Theme: There arose a Pharaoh who knew not Joseph

Text: Isaiah 46:10 (NIV) I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.

Introduction: In this passage God declares that we can understand what is to come by looking at what has already been declared from the beginning.
Revelation 1:19


The nation of Egypt is the first prophetic nation that the Bible speaks of and sets spiritual precedent for the ages. Throughout Scripture Egypt is symbolic of the world apart from God.


The nation of Egypt actually gives us a prophetic picture for the end times and the apostle Paul made mention of this when writing to the church in Corinth.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 & 11… (11)  Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

If we are to recognize what is taking place from a prophetic understanding we must recognize that events, and nations recorded in the Scriptures are often embedded with spiritual symbolism, and cycles that will help us to recognize what is taking place in the last days.


I believe that Egypt is a nation that gives us prophetic types and parallels to what is actually taking place in the United States today.

I. A Famine Throughout the Land


A. Egypt was emerging as a global superpower that everyone was looking to. 



1. Jacob sends his sons to Egypt to buy food. Genesis 41:57-42:3 


2. This is a global crisis. Egypt is the most powerful nation on earth and the entire world is looking to them for help.



3. Joseph eventually reveals himself to his brothers after he sees that they are repentant for their treatment of him and they are reconciled.




Genesis 50:20 (NKJV) "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.



4. Joseph brings his family to Egypt to preserve them, and care for them. Genesis 45:9-11 



5. Joseph tells Pharaoh that his family is coming to Egypt to live, and Pharaoh gives them Goshen, the best of the land of Egypt to live in.

Genesis 47:5-6 
· By placing his family I Goshen, they would be separated from the idolatrous culture of Egypt. Genesis 47:11-12 


a) God had gone before and established Joseph to provide for Hi people.



b) Even in times of great famine God provided the best for His people.

B. Egypt Was Never Permanent



1. The land of Goshen was separate from the culture of the 
   


    Egyptians. 

2. The children of Israel lived a separated life from the rest of Egypt.



3. The children lived separate from the Egyptians because they were shepherds. Genesis 46:33-34 (NKJV) "So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, 'What is your occupation?' {34} "that you shall say, 'Your servants' occupation has been with livestock from our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,' that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians."


4. Over time the people of God began to mingle with the culture of 
  

    Egypt.




Exodus 1:6-7 (NKJV) And Joseph died, all his brothers, and all that generation. {7} But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them.




a) The Israelites were not enslaved for the entire time they were in 



    Egypt


5. The Israelites lived in Egypt and after time Egypt began to live in them. Stephen speaking of Moses: Acts 7:39-41 

C. The Egyptians sold themselves into servitude to Pharaoh during the famine.

1. The Egyptians sold all their money, their livestock, their lands, and eventually themselves to Pharaoh to by food. Genesis 47:13-27 



2. The Egyptians sold all their livestock to Pharaoh to by food.



3. The Egyptians came to the government for a bail out.




“I predict future happiness for Americans if they can prevent the government from wasting the labors of the people under the pretense of taking care of them.” Thomas Jefferson



4. The Egyptians sold all their lands and themselves to Pharaoh to by food. Joseph set up a system of 20% taxation so that year to year the people would continue to give to Pharaoh from all their possessions.



5. Joseph moved all the people into cities and away from the land.

{21} And as for the people, he moved them into the cities, from one end of the borders of Egypt to the other end. 



a) Logistically it is easier to feed people who are in cities as opposed  to being spread out. 50% of the world’s population lives in cities today, and within a few decades  80% of all people on earth are expected to live in cities.




“When we get piled upon one another in large cities, as in Europe, we shall become as corrupt as Europe.” Thomas Jefferson


6. The priests were the only Egyptians who were not required to sell their lands to Pharaoh. Genesis 22-27
a) The priests validated Pharaoh as a god on earth, so he took care of them. It seems that they were exempt. (Like Congress?

II. Now There Arose a New King Who Did Not Know Joseph


A. This king knew who Joseph was, however he had no regard for the wisdom or ways of Joseph, or the God of Joseph. Exodus 1:6-8 

B. This king knew who Joseph was, however he had no regard for the wisdom or ways of Joseph, or the God of Joseph.


B. The Treachery of Pharaoh 
Exodus 1:7-10 (NKJV) …{10} "come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land."


1. The Pharaoh begins to see God’s people as a national security threat.


2. Pharaoh begins to use treachery with the intent of bringing God’s people into bondage.





Acts 7:17-19 (NKJV) "But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt {18} "till another king arose who did not know Joseph. {19} "This man dealt treacherously with our people, and oppressed our forefathers, making them expose their babies, so that they might not live.





(KJV) The same dealt subtly with our kindred




Thayer’s Greek definitions: Subtly ‘to circumvent by artifice or fraud, conquer by subtle devices; to outwit’

Exodus 1:10 (KJV)  Come on, let us deal wisely with them



3. The connotation of this word is the use of wisdom in order to deceive. Like the Devil used crafty wisdom in order to deceive Eve in the garden.



4. Pharaoh uses smooth speeches to deceive God’s people. He promises them one thing, but in his heart he is deceptive. Does this describe what we see happening in the United States today?





President George Washington (inaugural message) wrote the following regarding the future of the United States. He felt the country would endure…“Until the people of America shall have lost all virtue…until they shall have become totally insensible to the difference between freedom and slavery…Until they have been reduced to such poverty of spirit, as to be willing to sell that preeminent blessing. The birthright of a free man, for a mess of pottage. In short…Until they have been found incapable of governing themselves, and ripe for a master.” 

B. Task Masters or Tax Masters





Exodus 1:10-11 (NKJV) "come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land." {11} Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses.



1. Pithom and Raamses represent the banks of Egypt.





“I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous to our liberties than standing armies. If the American people ever allow private banks to control the issue of their currency, first by inflation, then by deflation, the banks and corporations that will grow up around [the banks] will deprive the people of all property until their children wake-up homeless on the continent their fathers conquered. The issuing power should be taken from the banks and restored to the people, to whom it properly belongs.” Thomas Jefferson, (Attributed) 3rd president of US (1743 - 1826) 

C. But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.





Exodus 1:12-16 (NKJV) But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew…


1. The more the devil tries to oppress God’s people in the coming days, the church will multiply and grow.




Matthew 16:18 (NKJV)…I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.



2. Pharaoh tries to control the population of God’s people through the use of abortion.

III. When the Time of the Promise Drew Near


A. God’s people were not ready to leave Egypt until hardship came.



1. God’s people did not cry out until trouble came. Exodus 2:23-24.


2. Why did God allow the Pharaoh to arise? Because the time of the promise He had made to Abraham was drawing near.





Acts 7:17 (NKJV) “But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt.

Conclusion: It was actually the Pharaoh who did not know Joseph that God allowed to change the climate of Egypt which in turn caused God’s people to cry out for deliverance, which in turn brought the hand of God upon the nation of Egypt.

