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Coming Out of Egypt
Theme: Egypt, We’ve been here before.

Introduction: I believe that in the story of the children of Israel in bondage in Egypt that we can see some very striking prophetic revelation regarding the events that are taking place in the United States.


I believe that much of what we have known over the years is going to change very dramatically in the very near future, and that we must be attune to what the Spirit of God is saying to the church in this hour.



There has been unleashed a spirit of great deception upon our nation, that is operating throughout nearly every area of our society, from the government, to education, the media, and even segments of the church. If we are not awakened to what is occurring then we too may become ensnared by this great delusion that will eventually engulf the whole world.

I. Joseph, and God’s Amazing Plan of Redemption


A. God reveals the future of his descendants to Abram

(Genesis 15:13-14 NKJV) Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. {14} "And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions.

B. Joseph, the dreamer.



1. God plants a dream in Joseph’s heart of greatness.





(Genesis 37:3-11 NKJV) Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. {4} But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him. {5} Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more. {6} So he said to them, "Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: {7} "There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf." {8} And his brothers said to him, "Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?" So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. {9} Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me." {10} So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?" {11} And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

2. Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers, and taken to Egypt. 





(Genesis 37:19-28 NLT)  "Here comes that dreamer!" they exclaimed. {20} "Come on, let's kill him and throw him into a deep pit. We can tell our father that a wild animal has eaten him. Then we'll see what becomes of all his dreams!" {21} But Reuben came to Joseph's rescue. "Let's not kill him," he said. {22} "Why should we shed his blood? Let's just throw him alive into this pit here. That way he will die without our having to touch him." Reuben was secretly planning to help Joseph escape, and then he would bring him back to his father. {23} So when Joseph arrived, they pulled off his beautiful robe {24} and threw him into the pit…..{27} Let's sell Joseph to those Ishmaelite traders. Let's not be responsible for his death; after all, he is our brother!" And his brothers agreed. {28} So when the traders came by, his brothers pulled Joseph out of the pit and sold him for twenty pieces of silver, and the Ishmaelite traders took him along to Egypt.
II.  Discerning Good From Evil


A. Ordained by God.



1. All of what Joseph suffered would appear to be bad from the perspective of his flesh, yet we know that it was ordained by God.



a) Had God told Joseph all that he would have to endure in order for his dream to come to pass how likely would he be to embrace such a dream?



b) From a fleshly perspective we would see Joseph’s trials as bad. Yet we know from Scripture that God used this t bring Joseph before Pharaoh, and to work His plan or saving His people.

2. We tend to determine whether something is good or bad by how it affects our flesh. 

3. Just because something seems good to our flesh does not necessarily mean that it is good for our spiritual growth.





(Revelation 3:14-17 NKJV) "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: {15} "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. {16} "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. {17} "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;



a) These believers (like the church in the U.S.) imagined that they were spiritually prosperous because they equated spiritual prosperity with material possessions. 
4. In the future we must be able to discern the hand of God even when trouble seems to be all around us.





(Revelation 14:12-13 NLT) Let this encourage God's holy people to endure persecution patiently and remain firm to the end, obeying his commands and trusting in Jesus." {13} And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this down: Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, for they will rest from all their toils and trials; for their good deeds follow them!"



5. We must have our minds renewed in order to realize that not all suffering is bad. (Hebrews 5:8-9 NLT) So even though Jesus was God's Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. {9} In this way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him.




(Philippians 1:29 NLT) For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him.





(2 Timothy 3:10-12 NLT) But you know what I teach, Timothy, and how I live, and what my purpose in life is. You know my faith and how long I have suffered. You know my love and my patient endurance. {11} You know how much persecution and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra--but the Lord delivered me from all of it. {12} Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

D. The famine is throughout the land of Egypt, as well as the entire world at this time.



1. Jacob sends his sons to Egypt to buy food.




(Genesis 41:57-42:3 NKJV) So all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands. (Gen 42)  When Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, "Why do you look at one another?" {2} And he said, "Indeed I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down to that place and buy for us there, that we may live and not die." {3} So Joseph's ten brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt.



2. This is a global crisis. Egypt is the most powerful nation on earth, and the nation that all the world is looking to for help.


3. Joseph eventually reveals himself to his brothers after he sees that they are repentant for their treatment of him, and they are reconciled. (Genesis 50:20 NKJV) "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.


4. Joseph brings his family to Egypt to preserve them, and care for them. (Genesis 45:9-11 NKJV)  "Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph: "God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry. {10} "You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children's children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have. {11} "There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to poverty; for there are still five years of famine."'


5. Joseph tells Pharaoh that his family is coming to Egypt to live, and Joseph gives them Goshen, the best of the land of Egypt to live in.





(Genesis 47:5-6 NKJV)  Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, "Your father and your brothers have come to you. {6} "The land of Egypt is before you. Have your father and brothers dwell in the best of the land; let them dwell in the land of Goshen. And if you know any competent men among them, then make them chief herdsmen over my livestock."
III. Egypt Was Never Permanent


A. The land of Goshen was separate from the culture of the Egyptians. 

1. The children of Israel lived a separated life from the rest of Egypt.



2. The children lived separate from the Egyptians because they were shepherds. (Genesis 46:33-34 NKJV) "So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, 'What is your occupation?' {34} "that you shall say, 'Your servants' occupation has been with livestock from our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,' that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians."


3. Over time the Israelites began to mingle with the culture of Egypt.




(Exodus 1:6-7 NKJV) And Joseph died, all his brothers, and all that generation. {7} But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them.

B. The Egyptians had sold themselves into servitude to Pharaoh during the famine.


The Egyptians sold all their money, their livestock, their lands, and eventually themselves to Pharaoh to by food. (Genesis 47:13-27 NKJV)  Now there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine. {14} And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house. 
· The Egyptians sold all their livestock to Pharaoh to by food.





· The Egyptians sold all their lands and themselves to Pharaoh to by 
food. 
· Joseph set up a system of taxation so that year to year the people 

would continue to give to Pharaoh from all their possessions.
· Joseph gave the people seed, and then charged them 20% tax on all their crops from that day forward.


· Joseph moved all the people into cities and away from the land.

Conclusion: All of Egypt was looking to the government for a bail out. Eventually the Pharaoh ended up owning all of the land of Egypt, all the property and possessions of the Egyptians, and all the wealth of the Egyptians.

The only people not affected by this famine were God’s people in the land of Goshen. God supernaturally provided for His people through His man Joseph, and they prospered greatly. While the Egyptians sold all of their lands and possession to Pharaoh, the children of Israel did not.

