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THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE

The Fruit of the Spirit is Love

Theme: The fruit of the Spirit is first and foremost love.

Text: Matthew 7:15-19 (NKJV) “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

Introduction: When we are born of the Spirit of God we are united with Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. We become partakers of His divine nature. (2 Peter1:4) From that moment forward we begin to manifest the very life and nature of God Himself. The nature of God is first and foremost love, for God is love.

(1 John 4:7-8 NKJV) Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
I. We Are to Bear Spiritual Fruit.





(John 15:1-8 NKJV) "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. {2} "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. {3} "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. {4} "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. {5} "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. {6} "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. {7} "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. {8} "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

II. The fruit of the Spirit is first and foremost love.  

     Galatians 5:22 (NKJV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love…
1. When the New Testament was being penned there were actually 
four Greek words that were used for love, (eros; stergo; phileo & agape).

· eros: Eros is a sexual type of love that is never used even one time 
in the New Testament. Eros is the word that we derive the English word erotic from. This type of love is completely self serving, and demands sexual gratification. This would aptly describe the type of sexual arousal derived from pornography. This type of love has no place in the life of the disciple of Christ.

· stergo: The word stergo primarily pictures the love that exists 
between family members, like the love that a parent has for a child. The word that could best describe this love is devotion. This word is used very few times in the New Testament. The word is used in 2 Timothy 3:3 the negative sense to describe one of the characteristics that will be lacking in the last days. 

2 Timothy 3:1-3 (NKJV) But know this, that in the last days 
perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving…

· phileo: This word describes affection, such as the affection between a man and woman, or between two close friends. We derive numerous words from the use of this word.
· Philadelphia: A compound of phileo & adelpheo (brother). When used together we get the word brotherly love.

· Philanthropy: A compound of phileo & anthrophia 
(mankind) When put together the word means ‘one who is kind to mankind.’

· Philosophy: A compound of the words phileo & sophos (wisdom). When placed together they mean ‘love of wisdom.’

· Agape: The forth and most common New Testament word for love is 
agape, which is used to describe the love God has for us, and the love we are to have for God. The word agape represents a deep heartfelt emotional love that causes someone to recognize the deep and lasting value of someone. It is a love that best describes the immeasurable sacrifice that God was willing to give in order to redeem humanity from sin.
John 3:16 (NKJV) For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Rom 5:5-8 (NKJV) Now hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

C. Love is the conclusion of the law.                                                                                      

                     Matthew 22:34-40 (NKJV) But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

                     Romans 13:8-10 (NKJV) Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

                     Galatians 5:22-25 (NKJV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
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III. The Way of Love

1 Corinthians 13 (The Voice) What if I speak in the most elegant languages of people or in the exotic languages of the heavenly messengers, but I live without love? Well then, anything I say is like the clanging of brass or a crashing cymbal. 2 What if I have the gift of prophecy, am blessed with knowledge and insight to all the mysteries, or what if my faith is strong enough to scoop a mountain from its bedrock, yet I live without love? If so, I am nothing. 3 I could give all that I have to feed the poor, I could surrender my body to be burned as a martyr, but if I do not live in love, I gain nothing by my selfless acts.
4 Love is patient; love is kind. Love isn’t envious, doesn’t boast, brag, or strut about. There’s no arrogance in love; 5 it’s never rude, crude, or indecent—it’s not self-absorbed. Love isn’t easily upset. Love doesn’t tally wrongs 6 or celebrate injustice; but truth—yes, truth—is love’s delight! 7 Love puts up with anything and everything that comes along; it trusts, hopes, and endures no matter what.

 8 Love will never become obsolete. Now as for the prophetic gifts, they will not last; unknown languages will become silent, and the gift of knowledge will no longer be needed. 9 Gifts of knowledge and prophecy are partial at best, at least for now, 10 but when the perfection and fullness of God’s kingdom arrive, all the parts will end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke, thought, and reasoned in childlike ways as we all do. But when I became a man, I left my childish ways behind. 12 For now, we can only see a dim and blurry picture of things, as when we stare into polished metal. I realize that everything I know is only part of the big picture. But one day, when Jesus arrives, we will see clearly, face-to-face. In that day, I will fully know just as I have been wholly known by God. 13 But now faith, hope, and love remain; these three virtues must characterize our lives. The greatest of these is love.
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