PAGE  
2
THE CARNAL MIND


The Carnal Mind

Theme: God’s ways are foreign to the unregenerate man.

Text: (Romans 12:2 NLT) Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is.

Introduction: Our objective as a believer is to allow God to renew our mind so as to perceive the world, our circumstances, others, and ourselves through God’s eyes. As our minds are renovated, and renewed we will begin to perceive, and filter everything through the truth of God’s word. We call this a biblical world view. 


Think of this as wearing sunglasses that affect what we see. Everything takes on the tint of the glasses, and the light is filtered through those glasses, blocking out what is harmful to our eyes. The renewing of the mind from a spiritual perspective enables us to see everything through the hew of God’s light, while filtering out what is harmful to our spiritual well being.


I. Man’s Way Are Not God’s Ways


A. Sin caused man to become estranged from God. 



(Genesis 6:5-6 NLT) Now the LORD observed the extent of the people's wickedness, and he saw that all their thoughts were consistently and totally evil. {6} So the LORD was sorry he had ever made them. It broke his heart.



(Romans 1:19-22 NLT) For the truth about God is known to them instinctively. God has put this knowledge in their hearts. {20} From the time the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made. They can clearly see his invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse whatsoever for not knowing God. {21} Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn't worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. The result was that their minds became dark and confused. {22} Claiming to be wise, they became utter fools instead… (25)  Instead of believing what they knew was the truth about God, they deliberately chose to believe lies. So they worshiped the things God made but not the Creator himself, who is to be praised forever. Amen.

1. Death, and misery are the natural consequences of man’s ways.



(Romans 6:23 NLT)  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.



(Job 4:8 ICB)  I have noticed that people who plow evil and plant trouble harvest it.

2. God’s plan has always been to restore fallen 
 humanity, but we must turn from our own ways.



(Isaiah 55:6-9 NLT) Seek the LORD while you can find him. Call on him now while he is near. {7} Let the people turn from their wicked deeds. Let them banish from their minds the very thought of doing wrong! Let them turn to the LORD that he may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. {8} "My thoughts are completely different from yours," says the LORD. "And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. {9} For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.


(Deuteronomy 30:19-20 NLT) “Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, that you and your descendants might live! {20} Choose to love the LORD your God and to obey him and commit yourself to him, for he is your life…”

II. Sinful Man is Carnal


A. The unregenerate man fixes his mind upon what is natural, sinful, temporary.



(Romans 8:5-9 NIV)  Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. {6} The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; {7} the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. {8} Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. {9} You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.



1. The unregenerate man loves sin because his mind is set upon gratifying his ungodly desires. He 

is drawn to sin like a moth is drawn to the light.



(Romans 3:10-18 NLT) As the Scriptures say, "No one is good-- not even one. {11} No one has real understanding; no one is seeking God. {12} All have turned away from God; all have gone wrong. No one does good, not even one." {13} "Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their speech is filled with lies." "The poison of a deadly snake drips from their lips." {14} "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." {15} "They are quick to commit murder. {16} Wherever they go, destruction and misery follow them. {17} They do not know what true peace is." {18} "They have no fear of God to restrain them."



2. The sinner is hoping to find God about as much as a thief is trying to find a policeman. 



(John 3:16-21 NLT) "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. {17} God did not send his Son into the world to condemn it, but to save it. {18} "There is no judgment awaiting those who trust him. But those who do not trust him have already been judged for not believing in the only Son of God. {19} Their judgment is based on this fact: The light from heaven came into the world, but they loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. {20} They hate the light because they want to sin in the darkness. They stay away from the light for fear their sins will be exposed and they will be punished. {21} But those who do what is right come to the light gladly, so everyone can see that they are doing what God wants."



3. The wicked don’t even want to think about God, for fear of their consciences being awakened.



(Romans 1:28 NKJV) And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;

3. Evolution is a religion founded upon man’s 
rebellion against his creator. At the very core of evolution is the desire of sinful man to convince himself that God is fictitious. This is why the evolutionist hates the very idea of the existence of God.

Conscience: ‘con - with; science – knowledge; With Knowledge’

III. God is a Spirit

A. Natural, unregenerate man cannot understand 
the ways of God. Speaking to the sinner about the ways of God is like a foreign language to them.



(1 Corinthians 2 NLT)  Dear brothers and sisters, when I first came to you I didn't use lofty words and brilliant ideas to tell you God's message. {2} For I decided to concentrate only on Jesus Christ and his death on the cross. {3} I came to you in weakness--timid and trembling. {4} And my message and my preaching were very plain. I did not use wise and persuasive speeches, but the Holy Spirit was powerful among you. {5} I did this so that you might trust the power of God rather than human wisdom. {6} Yet when I am among mature Christians, I do speak with words of wisdom, but not the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world, and not the kind that appeals to the rulers of this world, who are being brought to nothing. {7} No, the wisdom we speak of is the secret wisdom of God, which was hidden in former times, though he made it for our benefit before the world began. {8} But the rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would never have crucified our glorious Lord. {9} That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him." {10} But we know these things because God has revealed them to us by his Spirit, and his Spirit searches out everything and shows us even God's deep secrets. {11} No one can know what anyone else is really thinking except that person alone, and no one can know God's thoughts except God's own Spirit. {12} And God has actually given us his Spirit (not the world's spirit) so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. {13} When we tell you this, we do not use words of human wisdom. We speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit's words to explain spiritual truths. {14} But people who aren't Christians can't understand these truths from God's Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them because only those who have the Spirit can understand what the Spirit means. {15} We who have the Spirit understand these things, but others can't understand us at all. {16} How could they? For, "Who can know what the Lord is thinking? Who can give him counsel?" But we can understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ.
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