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LESSON 2 - Obedience, The Evidence of Salvation


Obedience, the Evidence of Salvation

Theme: Discipleship is not optional.

Text: (Luke 9:23-25 NKJV)  Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. {24} "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. {25} "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?

Introduction: Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without 

Christ.” 


Bill Hull, in his book ‘The Complete Book of Discipleship,’ states, “The American gospel teaches that faith equals agreement with a set of religious facts. Believing in Jesus has no meaning if we don’t follow him in discipleship. Believing without discipleship isn’t believing, it’s agreeing to a set of facts about a religious figure.


The problem we face is that we have taught a faith that doesn’t transform people….We’ve made the test for salvation doctrinal rather than behavioral, ritualizing it with walking the aisle, praying to receive Christ, or signing a doctrinal statement.


Perhaps we’ve made it so easy to get into “the life” that we’ve made it nearly impossible to live the life.”

William Carey, the pioneer missionary to India said, “Let nothing short of radical change of heart satisfy you in your coverts…”  

I. Discipleship Equals Obedience

A. Discipleship without obedience to Christ is not 
discipleship at all. Discipleship requires obedience to Christ. Without obedience we cannot claim to be His disciples.

1. We have created a man made Christ in this nation, who demands no commitment, with a cross that requires no crucifixion. The result is a Christianity that lacks credibility, and has been made void of its power.


(Matthew 7:13-27 NLT)  "You can enter God's Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose the easy way. {14} But the gateway to life is small, and the road is narrow, and only a few ever find it. {15} "Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep, but are really wolves that will tear you apart. {16} You can detect them by the way they act, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit. You don't pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles. {17} A healthy tree produces good fruit, and an unhealthy tree produces bad fruit. {18} A good tree can't produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can't produce good fruit. {19} So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. {20} Yes, the way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit that is produced. {21} "Not all people who sound religious are really godly. They may refer to me as 'Lord,' but they still won't enter the Kingdom of Heaven. The decisive issue is whether they obey my Father in heaven. {22} On judgment day many will tell me, 'Lord, Lord, we prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.' {23} But I will reply, 'I never knew you. Go away; the things you did were unauthorized.' {24} "Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. {25} Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won't collapse, because it is built on rock. {26} But anyone who hears my teaching and ignores it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. {27} When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will fall with a mighty crash."
2. Be careful what sort of house you are building.


(1 Corinthians 3:9-15 NLT)  We work together as partners who belong to God. You are God's field, God's building--not ours. {10} Because of God's special favor to me, I have laid the foundation like an expert builder. Now others are building on it. But whoever is building on this foundation must be very careful. {11} For no one can lay any other foundation than the one we already have--Jesus Christ. {12} Now anyone who builds on that foundation may use gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. {13} But there is going to come a time of testing at the judgment day to see what kind of work each builder has done. Everyone's work will be put through the fire to see whether or not it keeps its value. {14} If the work survives the fire, that builder will receive a reward. {15} But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builders themselves will be saved, but like someone escaping through a wall of flames.
B. A faith that does nothing is worth nothing.


(James 1:21-27 NLT)  So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the message God has planted in your hearts, for it is strong enough to save your souls. {22} And remember, it is a message to obey, not just to listen to. If you don't obey, you are only fooling yourself. {23} For if you just listen and don't obey, it is like looking at your face in a mirror but doing nothing to improve your appearance. {24} You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. {25} But if you keep looking steadily into God's perfect law--the law that sets you free--and if you do what it says and don't forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. {26} If you claim to be religious but don't control your tongue, you are just fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless. {27} Pure and lasting religion in the sight of God our Father means that we must care for orphans and widows in their troubles, and refuse to let the world corrupt us.

1. Salvation will result in action


(James 2:20-22 NLT)  Fool! When will you ever learn that faith that does not result in good deeds is useless? {21} Don't you remember that our ancestor Abraham was declared right with God because of what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? {22} You see, he was trusting God so much that he was willing to do whatever God told him to do. His faith was made complete by what he did--by his actions.
Tom Sine, in his book “Taking Discipleship Seriously,’ says, “Jesus in His extremism insists that we surrender all our relationships, our resources, our careers, our futures-our total lives-to His lordship…In becoming Christian it appears that many of  us have unquestionably attempted to layer our faith right over the top of the secular values with which we have been raised. We have simply accepted cultural expectations as largely unquestioned givens. For many, this business of following Christ seems to be placing a little “Jesus veneer” over middle- and upper middle-class lifestyles and their implicit values. That simply won’t work.”

Jim Wallis “To be a Christian is to be possessed and dominated by the kingdom of God. Salvation must not be seen as merely an individual event in which the individual has a part. The kingdom of God has come to transform the world and us with it by the power of God, in Jesus Christ. The cross of Christ is not just the symbol of our atonement but the very pattern and definition of our lives, the very means of the new order that has invaded the world in Christ…Church historians may someday describe our period as the ‘American Captivity of the Church.’ It is no less real than the ‘Babylonian Captivity’ in the history of Israel.”

The only difference is that most of the church has absolutely no realization that we are in captivity. The Matrix of the world has us, and we don’t even know it!
2. We have erroneously come to believe that because our salvation cannot be earned it requires nothing in return. This has created a distorted, cheap understanding of the gospel, where following Jesus has been reduced to nothing more than a sinner’s prayer.
Conclusion: To claim that we are Christians without obedience to the commands of Christ, is truly delusional. The evidence of salvation is obedience to Christ. 

(1 John 2:4 NKJV)  He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
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