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END TIME OVERVIEW


End Time Overview

Text: Isaiah 46:9-10 (NKJV) Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,’
Introduction: There is perhaps no other Bible subject that garners as many diverse interpretations as the study of the end times. One of the reasons for this is the obvious fact that we cannot know for certain just exactly how all of the end time prophetic events will unfold.


While there are a number of conflicting views of end time events, we should not let this discourage us from the study of these matters. End time prophetic teachings hold a great deal of encouragement and assurance for believers in the midst of a world where very little is certain.


To introduce our study we are going begin by taking a bird’s eye view of some of the major events of the end times as described in Scripture.

I. Why Study the Last Days?


A. The Bible gives a great deal of teaching in both the old and new testaments to the subject of the end of this age or the last days. 



1. We also should focus our attention upon those areas that the Bible emphasizes.


B. Jesus taught about the signs of His second coming on several occasions and strictly warned believers to be watching and waiting for His soon return. Matthew 24-25



1. If Jesus taught His disciples about the end times shouldn’t we consider it of great importance as well?


C. After the resurrection, the apostles gave a great deal of attention to the subject of the last days and the second coming of Christ.   



1. During the very first sermon that was preached, on the Day of Pentecost, after the resurrection of Christ, the Holy Spirit inspired Peter to quote an end time passage from the prophet Joel.   





Acts 2:16-21 (NKJV) But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God…

D. The end time teachings of Scripture serve as sign posts to help us to keep our focus on eternal matters and the return of Jesus in the midst of an age of distractions. Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness…





1 Peter 4:7 (NIV) The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind  so that you may pray.
III. End Time Negative Events and Trends


A. Restoration of the nation of Israel as a nation. 


1. Israel’s First restoration from Exile:  Jeremiah 29:13-14 (NIV) ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 14‘I will be found by you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will restore your fortunes and will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will bring you back to the place from where I sent you into exile.’


2. Israel’s 2nd restoration from Exile: 1948 Israel was recognized by the U.N. and in 1967 they regained the city of Jerusalem in the 6 Day War.



3. Israel will be displaced once more during the reign of the anti-Christ but God will restore them during the millennial reign of Christ.                                                                       


Zechariah 10:10-12 I will bring them back from Egypt and gather them from Assyria. I will bring them to Gilead and Lebanon, and there will not be room enough for them. 11They will pass through the sea of trouble; the surging sea will be subdued and all the depths of the Nile will dry up. Assyria’s pride will be brought down and Egypt’s scepter will pass away. 12I will strengthen them in the Lord and in his name they will live securely,”

B. The rise of the anti-Christ and his kingdom.



1. The anti-Christ will enter into a peace treaty with the nation of Israel. This will mark the beginning of a 7 year period of ‘Great tribulation,’ called ‘Jacob’s (Israel’s) Trouble. After 3 ½ years he will break the treaty and go on a rampage to exterminate the Jewish people.





Daniel 9:27 “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week (7years), but in the middle of the week (3½ years) he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.” 





Jeremiah 30:7 We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear… 6 I see every man with his hands on his loins like a woman in labor, and all faces turned pale? 7 Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.





Matthew 24:21-22 (NKJV)  For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.




2. The ant-Christ and his empire will be the complete opposite of Christ and His Kingdom. Radical Islam as represented by ISIS is a precursor to the anti-Christ’s empire. 2 Thessalonians 2:4 (NIV) He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God.


3. The anti-Christ will proclaim himself to be God which marks the abomination of desolation that was foretold by the prophet Daniel.




a) Antiochus of the Seleucid empire was a type of the ant-Christ. He and his army entered Jerusalem where he slaughtered a hog in the temple and set up a statue of Zeus. Then he forced the Jews abandon the reading and practice of Scripture under penalty of death.




Daniel 11:31 (NAS) "Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the abomination of desolation. (Mark 13:14) 


4. The antichrist who will be an agent of Satan will be intent of destroying Jews and Christians. Revelation 13:6-7 (NIV) And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.


5. The ant-Christ will establish a form of government that mandates spiritual allegiance to him through that reaches even into one’s ability to buy and sell. Revelation 13:16-18 (NKJV)  He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to be given a mark on the right hand or on the forehead. 17And no one could buy or sell anything without that mark, which was either the name of the beast or the number representing his name. 18Wisdom is needed here. Let the one with understanding solve the meaning of the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man. His number is 666.



a) The number 666 simply means that this kingdom of the beast (anti-Christ) is of man’s making not God’s. While we are not sure of exactly what this mark is it is certain that no one will receive it by accident. They will have to swear spiritual allegiance to the antichrist and his kingdom.




b) During the reign of Antiochus, as well as under many of the Roman emperors people would have to offer public sacrifices to false gods and swear allegiance under penalty of death or economic exclusion. These were types of the mark of the beast.


C. God’s wrath will be poured out upon the nations and especially those who align themselves with the antichrist.





Psalm 110:5-7 (NIV)  The Lord is at your right hand ; he will crush kings on the day of his wrath. 6He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of the whole earth. 7He will drink from a brook along the way, and so he will lift his head high.



1. Revelation 15:7 includes 21 specific events against those who are part of the antichrist kingdom. 7 seals (Rev. 6; 7) 7 trumpets (Rev. 8:9) 7 bowls (Rev. 16).


B. The fullness of Satan’s rage in persecuting the saints through the Antichrist’s reign of terror (Rev. 12:12; Dan. 7:21, 25; Rev. 13). Revelation 12:12 Woe to the inhabitants of the earth…! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time. 

C. The fullness of man’s sin will be seen in the actions of evil people against one another and God. 2 Timothy 3:2-5 (NLT) You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. 2For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. 3They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. 4They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 5They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that! Revelation 9:20-21 


D. Unprecedented severe waves of death



1. In the Great Tribulation, there will be two severe waves of death. The first wave will claim one fourth, of earth’s population. The second wave will kill an additional one third of the earth. This will total 50% of the population (or 4 billion based on a possible population of 8 billion people).





Revelation 6:8  Behold, a pale horse. The name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. Power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.  Revelation 9:15, Isaiah 24:6


E. The Rapture of the saints 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18Therefore comfort one another with these words.


1. Pre-trib: The most common held belief among evangelicals is that the rapture will take place prior to the great tribulation. This camp believes that God will spare His people from the time of great tribulation



2. Mid-trib: This group believes that the rapture will occur after the first 3 ½ years this God will spare His people from the worst of the great tribulation.



3. Post-trib: This camp believes that Christ will rapture his people gathering them from the nations at the end of the great tribulation when He returns.


F. The millennial reign of Christ. Jesus will return at the end of the great tribulation taking vengeance upon the nations and set up a 1000 year kingdom of peace. Binding Satan for this time and establishing His sovereign reign over the nations with His saints ruling with Him.



