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THE GODHEAD


The Godhead - A Study of the Trinity

Theme: God the Father, God the Son & God the Holy Spirit.

Introduction: One of the foundational doctrines of Christianity is the Godhead, or the trinity. Our perception of God, and our own existence is dependant upon an accurate understanding of the existence of our Creator.


While this may seem elementary, it is far from debate and misunderstanding in Christian circles. Entire denominations have been established upon distorted teachings concerning the trinity. Some would even go so far as to call it heresy to even suggest that there exists a Trinity in the Godhead.


I believe that an accurate examination of Scripture clearly reveals that the trinity not only exists, but that a clear understanding of the trinity of God brings stability to our relationship with God.


The word trinity simply means three in one. If something is triune, it has three interacting parts. When referring to the triune Godhead, we mean that God is in fact three interacting beings which constitute the totality of God Himself.

I. The Triune Nature of God

A. God is a Triune Being consisting of Father, Son & Holy Spirit ‘The Trinity.’




1. Not three Gods, or a pluralistic God consisting of three Godheads or three different deities, but rather one God, who is manifest in three distinct personalities or persons, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.




2. Such as an egg: We don't look at an egg and say we have three eggs. We have one egg with three distinct parts. Although it is one, each part carries a distinct role in the existence and function of the egg.




Deuteronomy 6:4 (NKJV) “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 

B. The Creation Is a Reflection of the Nature of God the Creator



Psalm 19:1-6 (NLT) The heavens tell of the glory of God. The skies display his marvelous craftsmanship. 



Psalm 95:1-7 (NKJV)… {6} Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. {7} For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture, And the sheep of His hand…



Time:  The fullness of time can be measured as past, present & future.



Space: The total calculation of space is three, Longitude (length), Latitude (breadth), & Altitude (height).



Water: Water can be found in three forms. H20 = Liquid, Solid (ice), & Vapor (steam).



The Atom: All matter is comprised of atoms, which are primarily triune in composition, Proton (positive charge), Electron (negative charge) and Neutral (uncommitted). 

II. The Triune Nature of Man

A. We can easily see that man's nature consisting of three parts bears the mark of God our Creator.



Genesis 1:26 (NKJV) Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 



1. Man is a spirit, who possesses a soul, and lives in a body.




1 Thessalonians 5:23 (NKJV) Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 




Proverbs 20:27 (NKJV) The spirit of a man is the lamp of the LORD, Searching all the inner depths of his heart.




Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 




2 Corinthians 5:1-8 (NLT) For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down—when we die and leave these bodies—we will have a home in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands. 

III. The Godhead

A. Our God is One, but manifested in three persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, being coequal. 



1. God the Father, is greater than all and sender of the Word (Jesus, the Logos).


2. God the Son, is the Word, flesh covered, the One Begotten (born of the Father), and has existed with the Father from the beginning.

3. God the Holy Spirit proceeds forth from both the Father and the  

    Son.

B. The Trinity in the New Testament.




Matthew 3:16-17 (NKJV) When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”



1. Here we see the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, the Father’s voice from Heaven, and the Son, Jesus.




Matthew 17:1-5 (NKJV)… {5} While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!"




John 1:1-4 (NKJV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. {2} He was in the beginning with God. {3} All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. {4} In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.




John 1:18 (NLT) No one has ever seen God. But his only Son, who is himself God, is near to the Father's heart; he has told us about him.




John 14:9-17 (NKJV) Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? {10} "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. {11} "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves…{16} "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever; {17} "the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.




John 5:19-24 (NKJV) Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner…




Acts 10:38 (NKJV) "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.




1 John 5:7 (NKJV) For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 

IV. The Father, Son & Holy Spirit


A. The Father God is the highest authority of the Godhead.





John 14:28 (NKJV)  "You have heard Me say to you, 'I am going away and coming back to you.' If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, 'I am going to the Father,' for My Father is greater than I.



1 Corinthians 15:26-28 (NLT) And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. {27} For the Scriptures say, "God has given him authority over all things." (Of course, when it says "authority over all things," it does not include God himself, who gave Christ his authority.) {28} Then, when he has conquered all things, the Son will present himself to God, so that God, who gave his Son authority over all things, will be utterly supreme over everything everywhere.


B. Jesus, the Son of God is equal with God the Father as He is God Himself.



Hebrews 1 (NKJV)  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, {2} has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; {3} who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, {4} having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. {5} For to which of the angels did He ever say: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You"? And again: "I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a Son"? {6} But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him." {7} And of the angels He says: "Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire." {8} But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom. {9} You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions." {10} And: "You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. {11} They will perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment; {12} Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will not fail." {13} But to which of the angels has He ever said: "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool"? {14} Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?


C. The Holy Spirit is equal with God the Father & God the Son, yet His ministry is to  reveal the Father, and the Son.




John 16:5-14 (NKJV) "But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?' {6} "But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. {7} "Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. {8} "And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: {9} "of sin, because they do not believe in Me; {10} "of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; {11} "of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. {12} "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. {13} "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. {14} "He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.




1 Corinthians 2:9-14 (NKJV) But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him." {10} But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. {11} For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. {12} Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.
Conclusion: We can clearly see by examining the scripture that the Godhead consists of One God, totally unified, totally one, yet clearly manifest in three persons, Father, Son & Holy Spirit.
