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Your Gifts and Callings
Theme: Each individual life is a piece of the greater picture of God’s plan.

Text: 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 (NKJV) I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. {7} So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. {8} Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. {9} For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building.

Introduction: The gifts and callings of God are irrevocable. (Romans 11:29) God never changes His mind about His purpose for our lives, even if we do. Yet these gifts and callings upon our lives will never be realized apart from the gifts that God has placed within others within the of the body of Christ. 

God’s plan for our spiritual development has always been within the context of the local church. God designed the local church to operate after the template of the family. The local church was designed to nurture and make room for believers to grow and develop their spiritual gifts.

I. Your Calling Will Require Others In Order To Fulfill It.


A. God created us, and placed us within the body of Christ for a designed purpose.





1 Corinthians 12:11-27 (NLT) It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. 12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. 15 If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything? 18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. 19 How strange a body would be if it had only one part! 20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 21 The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” 22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are actually the most necessary. 23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen, 24 while the more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity. 25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other. 26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. 




(NLT)  Now all of you together are Christ's body, and each one of you is a separate and necessary part of it.



1. Individuals who imagine that they don’t need to be a vital part of a local church are not only in disobedience to God, they will never find and fulfill their calling.


B. We must see our lives as a single stone within the context of a greater building, being pieced together by God. 



1. By ourselves, we cannot see the significance of our lives. However, as each life is joined with another, the picture of God’s great vision becomes clearer.




1 Peter 2:5 (NLT)  And now God is building you, as living stones, into his spiritual temple. What's more, you are God's holy priests, who offer the spiritual sacrifices that please him because of Jesus Christ.


2. God will not give us a vision that does not in some way serve to edify the body of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:11-16 (NLT) He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. {12} Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, {13} until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. {14} Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. {15} Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. {16} Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.



2. God has called you, and placed you in the local church as part of the community of believers. He has equipped you with abilities and resources specially designed to enable you to fulfill your calling to that body. In other words, you are placed in the body to serve a specific purpose.

Romans 12:3-12 (NLT)  As God's messenger, I give each of you this warning: Be honest in your estimate of yourselves, measuring your value by how much faith God has given you. {4} Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, {5} so it is with Christ's body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others. {6} God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out when you have faith that God is speaking through you. {7} If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching. {8} If your gift is to encourage others, do it! If you have money, share it generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 



3. The apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher are equipped to help you reach maturity as part of the body.





Ephesians 4:11-12 (NLT) He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. {12} Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ,


4. As a pastor, God has equipped me to help you find your place within the local church. God actually ordained that all of these gifts operate within the framework of the local church.

II. God Communicates Through Channels of Authority


A. God tells His leaders, who in turn are responsible to communicate, and delegate His vision to others.



1. In the following passage we see the succession of discipleship.




2 Timothy 2:1-2 (NKJV)  You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. {2} And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.


B. As each person within the local church offers their God given supply, then the local church is able to develop those ministries which in turn bless the world.



1. At times people complain because they feel that the local church is no meeting their needs. The needs of the body can only be adequately met when individuals answer their God given call to serve within the body.





Acts 6:1-7 (NKJV)  Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. {2} Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. {3} "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; {4} "but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." {5} And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, {6} whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. {7} Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

III. Serving Within the Vision of the Local Church Will Give Birth to Our Own Vision

A. That vision is intended to edify the body, not detract from it.



1. God’s vision for our lives is never intended to tear apart the body, but rather to add to the body.





Acts 6:7 (NKJV) Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.


B. One of the people that the congregation chose to serve the needs of the widows was a disciple named Stephen.





Acts 6:5 (NKJV)  And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit…





Acts 6:8-10 (NKJV) And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. {9} Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen. {10} And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.



1. Stephen first proved himself faithful in ministry by serving food to widows.



2. Deacon from a biblical definition literally means an attendant or one who waits upon or serves another. 





1 Timothy 3:10 (NLT)  Before they are appointed as deacons, they should be given other responsibilities in the church as a test of their character and ability. If they do well, then they may serve as deacons.

· Obviously Stephen had proven himself before he was chosen to oversee this ministry.





1 Timothy 3:13 (NLT)  Those who do well as deacons will be rewarded with respect from others and will have increased confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus.



3. God will unveil and fulfill the vision of your heart as you find your place of service within the local church.



4. You are at Living Faith Church because God has called you here to bring supply, and gifting that I need as a pastor to bring about the vision God has placed in my heart for this congregation, and the world.

· In turn, this congregation, and I as your pastor also have a supply, and gifting that will help you to unlock and fulfill the vision that God has placed within your heart.
Conclusion: As your pastor, I am equipped with a gifting that is designed to help you unlock purposes God has placed within your heart. In order for that to take place you must first learn to be faithful to this body, and to your call to this body.


You must come to know my heart, which will never take place until you sit under the anointing that is upon my life. As God knits our hearts together, then our vision literally is no longer two separate visions, but rather they are joined to become part of the puzzle pieces that together form God’s amazing plan for His body.
